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T: rE only Ilung ""h,d' d j,lif,g"i,f",s,> 'miwrr (wm" 
fu.:leT"\ con,"il<)h,,,,;' Id' cr,: the ''''l-'C~me 1"gi~ l ~lh" 
al ,t hNot)' ,n Ih~ , t'lo, rc;;id"", As w~ h,w ,"'!c'd 

cMlier 01\ in the' c.,''' of • ,",,'iUry c\",,,bruh,,,, the 8Up'CmC 
kg\Sl,lIi"~ ,.uthori,!x in , b~ ~'k i" w . ",d '11 '"'" glw~"nffi<;)lt 
.Whe",,,, in Ih~ C;lSO ol.l "'Ht.,,), fc~1 " rol.,o\\>t'tUtklll, tho 
5l!p,em~ le81$iauw ~,tlhorit_" "" ,k"d wt",,-,,,, the gc"'er"l 
or c~ntr.1 ~uvemm~n l ~~d 'he rq ;""wl prov incial, sw~ 
gov~"'molll" oil 01 d-'LCh dre <",><din~le with ,md 
independ"", '" ""~ " \Q' t.", in '~ga ,d 1<> the J',w.:ers a,><{ 
tu",-ti""" hp""" ly or by '"' C" "'"l' imphcauM ""'led 'n 
tl"",, by ,he (Ol1";I"\i",, 

The '1",'5';0" to ",hi,h '.1'( h"w I" ~ddr",,, mm,d " ~. 
now is wh)' <'"'' ", 111,,,,-, t"" 1)'1"''' of c'oH,tirubon $h(~,ld 
"" I-'rd~rrf'd to 11", (',tI,,~, ru.-!';ig~' i,'? ' 

Th" diver.ily "I Ni~,eri.' is wel l know n Tlw", ,n." 
how",,,,,, <~r\"", l~ilIuT"" "i Ihi , dh-rrei\y which, UK" Ll '" 
d fh"i' ' '''l''''t<lncc .Lld ",i"t ,'d.' \ ,It)''" M OUT di"'LL",ion, 
d(,,,,,,v,, ~p.,(-;"l "'-<'lib",,' a'){! .Hl,'nl;(l" 

fh~ ~m. o. NigN;" ;" x.i ,,)lf! '''' I"''" ml l~ , Com!,,,,,,,, 
,,'ilh the U8,5_1I._, (" )m,,,o i\','l Chi". , "~d ,h~ LSi\ wi(h 
8,7 "'illion, '3,4 "'ill inn ."rl ~ , 9 ", iHi "" "' I H "'-~ miie" 
",s~i,'dy, OHr "'"nI',,,' , ",~ i, 11,)11",,& t() I",,~;t oi_ 11 ,;1 
110t '" "h~n Ihe ;;r",,, ,J , 'or ,,,...If'¥;''-,n "'~ , 1"fIL"! o"J 
the lacts ""', m.,de kllow , th,,1 'JiB" , i" i" b;l)!~", I" ,ue 
Ill"" Fr.ncq p i,," Ihe I", ,, (,~'m ."",." ,,,d Ihot w ,([-, a 
fH'p"I~\iM (li 35,(> n\l lli"", " i, Ih" ,dn , h IMW.,t c"(>lrnt ry in 
the ",,,rfel 

It 11," l~_,", ~",i '-n~\",! li' Ol d Il' r~ ,' f<' ar.,,,1 25(1 n",,,",,1 
er, <>Ihnk gm"!,, on ,h" C,ll ' ' '')' ",',fl with it, ("''' di,\i nct 
1"'l\u"ge, U nhl it .. , ,~fi,-r"lh' ," ,,\ fle ' " ';',,, " "tlwri~~ h v" l" 
", ,, Iirmed , \>'e "houlJ ," smi~'" ' fl" lil~l\"" a, bi>l:h f'"t",ltc 
.nd ullIci jab!e, In any L' ><, tI~,,,· .. ~' l'~l pt'mdp,1 notio",1 
gmll"" ill ,\J ig",ia wllich '",bb tLlte al><o "1 8(1 I",r cent of 
th~ L>nli<c l"'p ul ,lwn, 1 1o~ ) ' "f'<' il''' p,, !otion ligure jn 
Ilr.lC',k_el'): H4", .. l h l~ nl. l1J , b million), . 1'" nLh , (13 
!ni ll iu,,); loo (7,8 H\J ll ioJl); bU lbi",,, (.12 ""lI i\)n); Kal1l1n 
{2_9 mi)l; on): Tiv (1 :,' mL~mtl;li.w lll9 mill ',on) ~do (0,9 
' ''ili iun) 1 Url-...b.J (0,., ",i l"on), r--.upe ((l,3 milli\)n). Th~"" 
ten and th~ <lIh"r no li l",.1 i',NUr;, wh" are $tili tp bi, 
id~~tifieJ *""tJt~ly, " '" di"" ,."" in thc".nri~ins. ""d ;f>",k 
d,f!~fCl't Ian~Ll~g", 

In m""y ro~p" ct-, th,., ,,,.II,,,~I p.ttems~ IX'lit irZtI 
in>litmi"",. >0<,.1 s\arklarJ_" un" "le'<.>f"o,), u S<\gQ~ di if~r 
wl}'wideJy, 

The gcographora! f~.I '.l '"' ut tb c counl{y v a,y 
f1l<)mwusly from AJ,,,ss.' ,1,1<1 (JPG!>o in th,,$(llllh to Kaun, 
N~mod •.• t1d Kwkawo in ~\" 11<m h. 

Ind ')\","'lrs rdi)!,iou, b,, ',d, a"eI pr"~!k"s, whkh. to a 
great extent;"~ still r"",14": to lhe p"""'))'tizlng inllWtlC<.1S 
ofChristia"ily ."d Moh,,,r,",<'.ianisn\, vary not only f,,,", 

,' .. \ 'H' " ,,' 

0"" ~tll{lic .. >Yoltp t" another, bl.lt aloo "-Qm~times with in 
,-",11 Mtior:,,1 gro"p.ln this connexioo, itmust be cOnfes.,:"d 
that d-msllan and ),.'!oslem bel,ef! and practIces are, w,th 
many a Nl",~,ian, nothing but vmlOO's and social facades: 
at 'hear1 and in the privacy 01 their live"", moot Nigcflall 
Chri,~",\S 'and Mos)ems'are heaIL!"",s an,.1 '>nimlst., 

Qob11946 wh<.>n the Rkhards C;ons tJlcition cam~ into 
rvration, the hlgh~st . nd bi gg~"t are". for politiCal 
a<:t iv iti (,s for interested N igerian, " 'as the divi~iollaJ 

(Nalive Alltnru:ity) I~v"' , 0r.Jr .ppe~r~nce, a.~i&mi "r1S, 
on~)C ,..,#onal .rod n~tioll. 1 g(lVcmmentJ i }CffiC8 started 
so"'c~~h't leebly, and lmder clO<t) British tutela~e, only in 
1946 -lSom~ 20 Y""" "go 

All-those facto", ",hkh "'~ haw Jdumbrat~d in the five 
prec~d i n l\ p<\ragL'a ph. ar~ nat"" l ~ nd o u 'om~tl" 
g~ne,W"" 01 c"nt rif" 1,~ I -r()",c'S and le'nd~"C'ie". They tend 
lo ind"ce il\ Ihe ethn ic gro\ll'~ 'cono.' nled ~ .tron~ and 
b"rnHl ~ df s,r" lor sepaL'ate ~~JSlenC<l f",m on" ~nott.er 
l11ey . ''" iadon:" whicl-l if they had "ot \xoen 1'e:;t r;l,n("j 
and ,)J llfWJ}' c~n~h,z~d by tIle eritkih, ",o"ld haw l<'.i to 
the c"n~~"" <;~ of ~v ('rdl independ,# ",,,,>:reign ,Iok's io 
the pia'" 0/ tIw One Nig",;" we now h'lw. 

The credj t fur s\lblimming Ihese "aural p esires al1d 
tend" "ci~ 1 "f th ~ ," a,i"" , ethni c groups 'jor ,cparate 
fxts/enc" "nd hitchong the", 
to tOO co"cept .of One r--.,igeTi . 
m(l,t bel ~ng 10 th~ 

i I It Y"~S Ihey ·th~ir 
iml'<'rialbt motives are, not 
,d"v~j1 t to .thIs.' dbcus"'o».; it 
w~ ', t holy' who crea te d 
,'Jigeri.) \,ut <'.i- ~ wclte, oi 
independen' ond "·.",ing 
viU"8"S, tOWllS . nd 
com m u11ities, Jnd imbue d 
th~ ~orlO US Nigcrioll 
nah"na l groups with an 
(lyorfiding J"$i", iur Ih ~ 
unily ollh., "n(.re feder~ti"" III "t)wc w",d" it was Our 
e,stwhik B.rlt ish o verlords who SI' org,,'tised "nd 
admini,teR'd our ~flairn Ihot wh ik: the ethnic groups ;till 
yeam pa" i"". tdy ior 11ldq",nd~nc~ in "ort.;n mult"'"' 
th~)' noneth~I ~S/j rc.liSt, tJ,c ·tremen<lou~ "nd pci o,!c", 
adv~ n ( ,'g('S of ren'clining tosclher ,,".onc ,"'tilm. I"/i'th the 
r~sult tlwl l<>doy, tor rc"SO,\5 01 defence, e~o"om 1C 
pr",;p~"ty, the wdf"'f ,nd h.pp ;'W~5 of our pc"'pl~, 
1L1l" m aMnal prc~tig-e, alld th" l',e",rv"!Oll of ou' o',':n 
1 '~P"~' U oo whim w()U ld b<= gr.wciy irnvr\llw if we w ere 
to ', llo w tbe British "", 'jt"g~ of Onc Nigeria la di>s i p~I", 
".-~ '' 'C inikxil>I)' ,e>ol"ed tn pre..,,.,,,, th~ " pily of t hl' 
cq~"t ,y 

'11", c."" "I Ih" !In;IO';,,,,' i, th"llhi. unity Ca ll only be: 
~,,-set\' L,j ilrl<tcr a un il"cy roo\8til!lHon, O"(y th iS kind 01 
coJl5iJ\uwn, (hey wL1tend, ,.n "rod icok "~:iuna,jj"'n "':d 
t,i b" I""" ~nd promOte "(,,"orn y . n O ~ii'\' l cncy In 
admillio("tio n, The k'demhs\S 0" tbc' oth",r h. ",I, deLly
thc cJ~ i m" of ,ho:., U"ilar ians, ond "'dilllai n th at, i" , h~ 
p~c" ljM ,irrUl" , l;) nccs of Nige'i'~ , onlv '" icd~'JI 
<:1,""'ti("l i" " ""n fOOl" ', uni'y wilh ,~()","",( M''''''g th~ 
d" 'ers,, nd~or).1 gmop" '" Ire c~uJ\lry, !,i '~vI1 1llj prD)ltQte 
"-"'''"''Y clj,d eifi,,~n~y 10 .. dmmlw,1Li<m 

We "re nuw 'et f", demOn)lf.n"lI Ih e 'riShL '''',," 01: 
wro ng n"'" "Uhe.e t1va l clalllls. 1n Old", to ",,,ke uur 
eXp' .. iti" ,-' """,I .md . ,'oid w"1ec~ry '"l'diti''''' ;y~ will 
h~", od<1p l th~ ,>'oll-kno"'" Jcvim c'Oniuli"1$ OjlO u/ tW() 
''Pf>Osing sd",,,I, DJ- !}'~u ght by J~Jl\()",\.,"nng thc 
'-i!~\ I""""ol lh~ <l'tl~"_ Th<Sp'OCl.ldure 1s "'''J, ill \he pre,,,,nt 
11-\(;", " "" b«:o,,,",,,,:>s rnl\sl hov e been ,'ppreoa(ed fmm lhe 
eipl 'I'~,L\ioLl _lready 1$iv:'" "" the poi jl t ,mi(" ,i "" is", .. "d 
f<'<\uJhsl1) MQ q>ntrad,ctory ond mul\lull)' "xdus;"c , in 
otber wo,.<:I>, \" I ~bt tl'''ru "ft, diflcr~ll ~ ~h",! of uni l",y or 
,,,,i erc" 00'\<tltIl1l 0" you ca nnot, ""ctly "1-"''-'),;1[14. llilVC ~ 
""ns)il"tion whkh ;" ,,~th"O<Lm"timc, unit~,.y ond l~d "f"J. 

N~'<:d for obje<ti\ity, 
Tb~ mo kj ni\ o f • C()1" '\ty',; c'nll s titutio" i ~ oppl iud 

politicol ~cion"", Tho ~ci cnc~ of politic,; ho, bui lt "l' <lVcr 

the Y<Jars" body of principle's whi dJ arc idcJlt,nolilc, and 
which, \" spUe of i'K_nt Ir;ctio~s and ddib"rate 
dis lClitions, ,re,<ap~ble 01 uni""r",,1 up pliClltiO,n,·'!Oi" i . 
possible bccaus< homo sapi~ns~whether his habilat i ~ 

Africa, Europe, Au,t,olia, America, or Asia _xhibits the 
same gene,..1 d ,araCtcri.hcs and ~'in"-,, th. ,ame "".c~oo 
under a S;v~n pol;~",,1 ",tu. trot>. For mst.-loce, no man " 
ever ~r ... n""tly .lllll1ed 10 oppr~.,iOll a~d ty ranny; 
sooner or later, the oppreosed and tyramriud will, ii n<or:d 
"" JI'lrfOtce, ",co,,~< (heir f'oodom and assert H, Agally, 
fundam.nt_1 hurnon rjghf" arc recogn'3e d and 
ap pm,,~,t"d ""erywhem, and no one i, happy il he i, 
a,bitr~ril! d<'P,i vw of any of them. Even lhe 'HIvage 0, 
prrmlti ve man was "'p",ten to he very p lci\Sc"(\ ",hc!1 he 
enjoyed, ,mons otJw, things, th~ right Qi lil<:, 10 fre. s~ 
m''w,"",ell t; ~nd assoclol lion; although, ifhe had tha POW<'T 
10 enforc;, his rapri.;iOUS wi ll, he w(lU ld "o1 h~'Sitate to 
deny tI", same oourc.s of pleas"", ttlj,;s neigfiliours and 
those "nder his sway. 

Undoubtc>dly, poi'tic.1 pri~ ciples ar~ I>y no rr.e"n< as 
exact and in\!nubbl~.~ the principle, 0' 10":' of physical 
'od n" h.ra l s",cnce., N"verlhde>s. <ert,," ~,'e"l> 01 
h i,~"y h"'e ,h.;",'n, "gain and "g,Hn, th,,\ who ignore or 
bdw\'e they am ""CU(liHnt ~uch poht<~a l prrnClple JS 

are wcl! <slabHsb"d ckl so .llhe" Own p<'ri( Or.t th~ """t 
01 tfre wdlare ;",d boppi".,,;' ollheJ< people 

lp ,)ther "'o,ds, K" m"k~ bold to "",,'r( thot ~I litis S"'8" 
in the evol"I,,,n "f 1lla~, it i. possible to d"",m poJitiCil I 

print1p lei Or laws ,,! 
u\\l w,,,,1 "prhc.l I(l1l wluch 
mu>! dete,mine the type "f 
cons utution be>t S<lltl.>d tn a 
give n wun\ry . 11 IS .1'0 
I=ible, rn thc tare of ,uen 
gen~ral I'nn<ipk •• tu d, ,,,I~re 

and prcdicl th,'1 any wide 
d~p.rlu re irem them, in 
i<lentic~1 <;.,~s ."d 
circums\dI, eeS, is hound to 
com~l~ ,,'id """',"', \), late' 

It i. incu m~"nt upon us. 
lh~,d""" in m.kil1t\" d Loice 

bel",.,., ,, . u,)j t",y • .,d ~ bkral<c.nsliluu"", tu e"d~':ll'our 
to di"",," r, from the c1l1pirka l f. ets (onbtiluli"n, lu 
""de.,'ou, tn di,,'.)v,", iwm (h ~ empi'ical I~cl; which 
p"jjltcall,btory ''-'ppli"" an,1 i,,,", tl", ~nlp;'ic~ f I.cl, 
wh.kIJ polJ lJc.1 "d~" Ij; ts dl,d a". lpl, h~v~ r~.,'kd, 
",he'lI",r Iher~ "r~ .ny r->wnt ~l)d w..,II""t.bb,I",,J I><olrtic~l 
p rmdplw by "hieb '-'Ut ad i"" <.,. b<= g uided , And if wc 
d iO{over them, to toll"", tlwm I, lth obj~ctj;·~ iidelit" 
whakvcJ uur 1'!C'di lnti@s, 1-"',,,,,,,"lle.,ting" or ,c" r~\ 
a.'pi'"ii<~'''. It ij n. l"'o i, in pol;(ic.,i disc"s>iono; ~"Pe<i,"ly 
tho,~ ,~ktil\g tn th~ m;lkio[', <>I .' n~w con.tilulio" 
imml'dio",ly ~fle, a ","ol"lion, ,hcll a !\' MxJ idea l of oJlj(~ion 
. n d C<J " ;."o~t dwu ld cOme i"',, pl~y, B~' ;n ,h; , 
con nex;0_1, lwo iJ1' pv,tdn' jX-'ink; mu,;1 be ",,,"e olriclly 
and vividy in mind 

Fi"tly, emotion may be li kened t6" drivcriCSll vcluclc in 
f,l" "tly a,,,,,lm'iJtc"" motio", The torriblepangc't' whkh ouch 
~ ,'~hido <;on,titu"" to its occnp""w a,,,l oth,-'!' ",,,J u"'''' 
shuuld ge witlwut "'fing. Bu, Ih" vehicle can hovc a dr_vc' 
."btcc"tivt rca""" or il1tuiMn i. olle, obJ~ctiw re.1S<))l is 
"l\<>th<", 5ubi"cl'vc rc~"", or ;" \wlio,, (e"""pt HI 'ehg Loo 
where it ,nay p_ for divine ,"vcl'lion) is <11\ l'llXicl1tifjc 
nrd ul1fdiabl~ driver. 1n co"lr.,,;!, h"w~vct, obi<-'<t'vc ('Ca"'" 
is' a sci cntif,c and ,di"bl ~ dri"o, wh"", crcdcot i ~ l . a,,,, 
ooml"'.tC<lCc:- ~nJih th"", ()f ""b),-'Chve ",.son, .,." vI"ifiablo 
ond "km""strobtc. Wc ,vc f\lll)' awol'l' thot. 10"'0,," ""}'inS 
has It tha , 'em 011"" ",te. the ,,'orld' No ",,,,,der ~.,m cl,at 
~1C countries. of thG ,';(lfld are .hv~y. in oollision with one 
onothcr, "ut know 110 p<'a«) 0, h"rmOrly! 

s"condly, the fmmUlolion 01 "~o"s\i t u tjO" 10, a country 
is a wi<'m\\ an d !\r~"e un de rtoking, Th()s~ who ~rc 
privileg'cd to be ~h' ]'g~d with thi s SOlemll ~nd W~v" 
respon.bility need much mor~ Ih~n mere emotiona l 
impuls~; and u" ,.fl ~ctive pot riotie as'ignment 01 
f"~hion;n!l • MW Gonstiwtion for Nigeria We need 
emotiollO,1 im puJws ,nd p.lriNic senti ment> in l?'g~ 
on"asuTI'. lhey WlI I prov,de 'l>l.'~ w~ h"'e n()te<\ w.th" 
jXlwed',,1 f"st m<Jying v""ide, But we m""~ as, mattocoi 
u "ovoid",le ne<:>:'Sl'i\y, """ t<> it that oojecti,,~ ['('.,son take< 
tlw s'u"";~g, in order tha l tll<' ""Iety "I Cl'"~ jour""f and ,,/ 
Our am",,1 at our de,ir.d desti".H,," may b<> lully and 
""n lideotly gu,,,.ntomd 


