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The 1$sue of returning, "to the rightful owners", the pfo~ _
perties which were appropriated by the government of Uganda

atl the peak of Uganda's political folly, seems to have takenf
- an--unprecedented course. Yet, a quick look at the issues

involved does not seem to suggest anything sinister to war- =~

~“rant ‘the kind of verbal attacks which have been unleashed to

those who are for or against the return of the propertieo.

i:”Un the iaco of it, the facts seem to be that: ~:'

;(a); a1i@nq in thiq ‘country were expelled by the gOVern---

" ment in power some 18 years ago. That, on departure Tﬁ
...~ they appear to have lett behind well documenteu pro=-. .
o pertles in the hands of the government in- power._.'“'

'klngdoms were abolished ana the;r rulers GEpObﬁd.:f“‘

;_bath the klngdoma and the incumbent rulers at the2iﬁf,_
.“ time had properties, most of which were apprOprlm_i;ﬁu'
ooated by the government of the day. i

: n'(djff nOw that there is a government in power which res~i*:"

. . pects property ownership, those who lost thelr
"_npropprties want to get them back.;ﬁr e

ﬁ'fbince the government ‘has made a statement on thc propertle cf
J the expelled Asians, after a closed debate in the National. .
ng'HeslsLance Council, we can leave any properiy mdtteru.boncorn~='a -
~1pg “this group out of this comespondence. What seems Lo beithe ° =

» . lssues-to pursue now are the appropriated properties of the '
. former: kingdoms and the personal properties of the rulers of
.. thoge kingdoms at the time they were abolished. The contention
“now:.is, "if the properties of the Asians are belng returned to -

"{he rlghtful ‘owners", "why can't the propertleo ol Lna Baganda

:#_-be returned to them?"

In my vxew the fate of the properties of the former Ringdomﬁ

",-1s tied up w1th the proposed constitution, in: respect of the
kind of government Uganda will have. - A decision on ihese pro-
g pertles therefore; has to wait until a new constitution is-in

place. However, the return of personal or cultural: prupontle

. and ‘institutions of the former rulers can be done even now. °
.. The-cultural places like Twekobe, Karuziika, Amalaalo, fgasana,
¢ elc. and properties like the royal drums, the royal spears, .
. enseegu, etc. belong to the tribal people of the former Xing-
..~ doms, and the head of the clans like the Ssabattaka’, in tne
~cage of Buganda, g## can receive them on behaif of the clans

- (Battaka). But the political institutions in the former King-

doms, which include Bulange, belong to the people of Buganda

. a8 a whole and have to be cisposed of in accordance w1th the
_ provisions ol the new constitution. : :

k ca--.ub/Z_:_
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fhe fact is that, there is a clear distinction between the .-
teulturalithings® and the "political things" of these former.
lingdoms. The tribal people or <¢lansmen of the kingdoms are
Automatically and solely entitled:to-their "cultural things®
coand” ingtitutions.  But they are rnot. solely entitled to the -
fpolitical things" and institutions because these affect

;ﬁétherfpeople_who are not tribal members of the formeér King-

f"‘ﬁﬁdoms but!who have lived or are living in those former king-.
B ':_-kl_t.)m_'s. ,- i . : . N _ _ : T le T
: :lét'dffdust has been raised about whether or:not'Bulangef;fp}ﬂ'

wds . sold. 2 To me whether Bulange was sold, bought or not is . -
jmmaterial.. If it was sold or bought, 1t was sold and bought
by-Ugandans-and it is still in Uganda. Ugandans are now. at
eace ‘with’eaech other and can therefore, sit down together '~ o - 0
nd ‘sortout the "rightful owner{(s) of Bulange and hand it oo

wer to him/them, once its political status has been settied, . = '
A @ mere property, any one with a medicum ol a sense ol jus-
ce would ‘return it to its rightful owner(s) and balance ihe-
coks -in. due time., S M TR

ut, to some of us, the question of ownership of "the:things
't the Baganda", does not seem to be the real issue in this >
agse. .'lUgandaps, especially those who were mature by 19/2, are .’
ware of the events which culminated in the expulsion of Asians 7
that year.  Definitely, their expulsion was not an accident,. = o
or.was it as a result of dictator Idi Amin's dream. Their: -
sxpulsion was already in the blood of . any consclentious native -
jpandan. ‘fneir self-made social, economic and political inco- .-
pativllity ‘and isolation had stood between them and the native:
ljpandans for quite a long time. At one time they had precipi= .
;étéd}gvénts;and legisiat1ons_1ike-AugustineﬂKamya'siboycottw”j&

[ the ASians businesses and laws to keep Asians trom trading-. -

i certain’ areas or streets in the country. -

No ‘one ‘snould condone segregation; but if he does it to counter
‘an iinjustice, 1 think he should be tolerated. Here was a group
‘o1 aliens who had been brought into this country {without ‘the =
@approval let alone the consultation ot the natives) to lay down
‘a.raliiline  trom Mombasa to Kampala, and who, 1n’the norual; '
‘¢ourse oi events, should have returned to their country or -
origin aiter tne completion of the contract, but who chose Lo
emal ‘and” were encouraged to 4o sc, and L0 assume ine role .
‘'economi¢ maharajans, over and aoove ‘lhe native Ugandans. .- -
12y could not hide tnisii- o e S R b ey

“hine Kind words* the local peasantry have spokemn to: .
‘nave so. tar returned TO repossess their properties, . :. .
pernaps be rignht to say that they were an economie
;Butﬁtnis was achieved at the expense oi the native.

‘ 'The fact is that they were social, cultural and ' =
" misfits and outesasts among the people they lived.in. =~

S woura
SUCCess .



;QJn the “return ot the Baganda things" call oiféay, there seems
+iu be traces ot the causes of the ditterences which precipit-
Cated the rift between the Kabaka's and Obote's governmenits.. -
. “MNow, 1t 1s the Bulange; and one wonders what will be next? . -
" lhe wrangie between tne Kabaka's and Obote'sy governmentb star-- -

- .ted-with the “remove the central government ﬁ
'Lmdnu ana enaed up with the actuai armed con Lict.

“"In a country which harbours no racial, colour, religious ‘or

social class discrimination; it was their own arrogance, colour,
soclo-cultural discrimination and a dream to settle in their

"pacters' country one day, which un-did them. They had made them-
-sebves soclal, economic and political aliens in a land they cla-
Cdmed to have lived as second, third or fourth generatlona, by

the time they were expelled.

So'rar so good as far as the Asians are concerned. I however -

s believe that, if we were to use their case as a mirror to take. -
g hard 'look at ourselves, we would find that ‘there is'a very.. . . .-
'fhrp pardilpl between the Asians' culturai'and7u001ai “igolation.
‘from the main stream . of the native Ugandans, ‘and the Baganda's:
'~jLu1Lurai isolation from the rest of Ugandans.” The dlfierenceu;=

ihich have usually come between the Baganda and the rest of *

jU;undanu, Ltike the dispute over the use of Luganda -as the mdtio-'”
. wnpl language, the dispute over a cultural leader being made a™ i
\-?Qnonstltutlonal head of Uganda as well, etc. have been due to: an_l

Bapanda trying to put the Ganda cuitural values over . and abovei

wthe values of the rest ot Ugandans. 'I'he clash that took. piace
L between” the’ Ugandan government (headed by Obote)} and the Kabdka'
;*pnvernment \neaded by the late Muteesa 11) ewma that pre01pltated
~the abolition or kingdoms was, more than anything eLse, due to
gtne taliure to reconc1ie tnose differences. :

uganda's. 5011" dﬁ*luff

L do n0t tnlnk we are 501ng to go through the same motlons thlﬁ
time. But in this time, The Baganda could do with a little ad-
‘Vice to the etfect that tney should use this opporiunity to
JFrsppardte the cultural things and institutions trom the political
- things ana 1nstitutions, 1n the Ganda set up. LI they want to
retaln tne “cultural things" then they shouia leave out "the::
Spetiticdl things and 1nstitutions” to be geclaed DY tne operatian
‘0t tne constitution. At the same time tney should avold makKing:

the mistake o1 constitutionallsing their culturai things ana. ins=-

.titutions, Constltutlonallsing them brings them on a collision
~cause with parliamentary politics. If, on the other hand, they

- want to have political things and 1nut1tutlono, then they should
~.be prepared to forgo some of their sovereignty -and let the sup=~-

< reme law of the land (the constitution) take care of the iate of--'

”¥1n5f¢tutlons 1ike the Bulange. : :

“'f;lt hould be remembered that, the days when a cultural 1eader
-1rqu1d also exercise polltical power ended with the "indirect

riile™ ofthe colonial era; -and if only every Ugandan could .

:{;ajwayu recall this truth when handling the affairs of this =~

Ccnuntry, eeesessad peace, harmony and progress would not be far o

@ from being consolidated in Uganda. Let the lessons of our past
n s

mistakes and achlevements be our teacher this time im
tu«&haxa.:“a -ty - Fr.1T.0.
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