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AWO'S CENTENARY 
Below are excerpts from the topic "l,Jcitarianism or Peae;r~m?" as--in the ok "Thoughts on igeria 
Constitution" wri'$n Py Chief Obafemi Awolowo and published by the Oxford University Press in 1966 

I T mu'" b. g"n .. .-.II~ as,Hd IN' .h~ m~km8 01. COn 
SI1WI1Un iI; nul.n ..... d 'n it..::lf It i~ a mN,1S '0 Ihe 
.... 'eHue and happn..", of Ihe po.Wk, the founl~,n 

01 whim. in a m~llI1ial ... nw. i$ "onon,ie I)rospenty. 
Oi .lIlhe factors which e"nd,,~ 10 Ih<' «01,,,,,,,<, pr.,... 
pen1y and,. at~i" in. m~knal 5<''''' .. h) Ih. g' • ..,lne .... o( 
I "&llun ."d il. p~rje, 11", ",,,,,I ""I""l~nl i. ""Iolkal 
",bd,ly. W, lh"ut 11, G:1wr~1 n.=U"c~., mlttpowc'. "ncl 
... p ilol, wh"l~ve, II",i, q u~,,"ly ... <I 'l". lIly. plus lcd,
niC<l I \:.n"wl~d)J~. will .·,ail very 111t1~. 

II i~ ro n1m on knowledg~ Ih~t th qUI"tJI) ."d 'Iua l· 
'I\' 01 nalural resources, and ~rh~P!i Ihe quanl ,ly of 
m.npow .. r a. well. a,e Ih" bo"nu<> of n~h,re. IIt,t nOt 
100 th., <luamy 01 m~npo"'e'. th~ <I' .nli'} and q,,~lity ul 
upila~ th<· -.tal<: of todmial know·ho .... nd ""hlial 
oUl>oltly. -n,"Se .. e en","ly and ~"".C't!ptoon.hly the 
~ulu. of the Cf""li,'e gelUU~ of m.n. 

In Our v,ew, thr.,.. iadon! mmrun(' W produee ""liti
eel st.biltl)": In. I)'pe of <o"<;l,luti",,. tk 1"<111 of gov
~,nm"nI, ,."d Ih" calobre and d",,"t~rol p.)ltti<~llead· 
~"' in an,j ou .. id~ gov,,"n,m.nl. h,· lhe """"~nt, "'~ .r" 
CO,I<Crtl«! onll ,vilh ,I", r,'&1 f"<I.)', h,,( w~ sho ll dc~l 
wilh Ih~ olh .. Iw" lale, on 

A. 'fr,ard., Ih<, 1) 1''' "I «"htn"I,.,,,. polo l, e.1l "i"n_ 
tt~IS <lnd "" . Iysls h.\'~ ", .. ch~d I",,, form ':(l1\d u~j(:ons: 
t1M,dy, Ih"t a u nit"l)' «) n>< il"l iQ" WI ll nOl wo ,k (n 
corcum,t. ,,(e. which w~ttan t • :ed~r.l c,'n~(iluti~n; 
and «uwen'ely, Ihal ~ fed"r~( m.huI"I" .... ",, 11 I.il 
whe,,", Ihe .;",Y& .. I~"L<" ""Iy fd""'" a u'lit,,,y Nn>!.i
luti"n. SuiWbility ". theret","". <>I Ih~ ~"',""n'" ot «cun' 
.~it"ti<l". T"hi. i .... 1'0,.11 mu" .... c, of th" W(I,hI. It is ... 
for l\'lt~n ... I""" th~ ""dId, loIr. £l"I.I>I~ ,~lflStitul'Ql' 
h.., go"" orr fur mo,"" Ih.n:ZO Y",uI, "",\ '>l,1l 11""" on tu

day "ith ~'cd vigour ., .. 1 no" ~m~k>d lervo" •. 
W~ prfdl<l thJI the ..,.!'ch 

.... ,U gu on ~Itt. .. 11", g""".-~I>ut, 
of Ni&C'i."~ h~s p~.o><:d 
.w.y. "ni,,,,,, "", .. rc <c,It.sue 
~"d (>l>"",li~e .".-",gh 10 ~i,'. 
u""",lves Mw a ",,,,,(,I,,tj,,,, 
whkh ,. su iled 10 II-w ~ircum
.1,,,,«,. "I "~r r,mn tr) and 
whidl " ilt. Ih~ , d",~. c~1dur~. 

Our ""'n ~I .. nd in tloi~ 
m.ller" w"'l knot,n. W., b<--

lel us oow ~gin Ih" global m""lal ~XCUISlOJl with 
!h~ mntin""l 0; North A"'~ri(a Th~ !hra' .leading toIln
In~$ lhe." have 11 i.::de •• l const'tuhOn. Th.-y are Ihe 
.United Sla,~'S of "'m~riC<o, Mu,oo, and Canada. The 
Lni'ed Stal"" Will the fi"'I country in th~ world 10 ha~~ 
a i~d"f~1 c'l>""I,lu" ..... , Mnd C.'IolUa alld M~~icu. f'. im
med'~lc n.c'ghbo .. ,s 10 the no.th .00 .... ulh .respcclivc!y. 
t(>n"Y"ed '" ,ts I""'st~rs 

Wh.1 is now k~own U Ihe Uniled Slal"" 01 America 
w~, oolonizc~ by Engl."d. in Ihe 5"venleen)h c~ntury. 
through some oii,e.t n.\\0",,15 who h.d ~migr.led the.e .. 
The emigralion" I"O~ pllce in groups.. it dlff~r~n l time", 
,lnd for dlflc'''-"!ll n:~:;on~ whi<:h, ;n Ihe "' . ,n, Were ",1<- . 
giou< and <!COn"",i.:. On thcir ~rriv.1 i~ the ncw li'rri
t"r)', each group of imn"&rarol. ""'- • diff~",ot ."'. 
for its permanenl 6dllc'J1enl and, by forre of arms Or 
without ~tonce, appropriati!d W Ihe jnd~f~;u;jbk _ "n
=lUp uf its m"",1M!:r$ suffidt!f11 parcel$ of land for US<' 

and culm'a,ion !;ado group o f Imm,g,~ntS .... '~s a La ... 
unto ilSelf. llw &fO.Ups ''''''0 ~ver <:<.JRoOci"", t>f tlw bo 
Ihat il w~s for ,,'o' lhy ",od overpowering causes 110. 1 
lhey had Mllhe cou ntry ul Iho., birth, ~nd unJcrt.lh" 
I),., h~"",d. 0/ some Ih,>u~nds 0/ miko of ... ~ voy~g~ In 
k",~d Ih"",,,,· «!IIkm<.'1lt. They "'''''~ c«ta,,,ly ""t)loing 
10 I>rOQ k any inlerfer<;noc wilh Iheir freedom ~f tQnS(i<'-I>Ce 
Ihought. "'Q,shlp. or oe(upatlon, for wllic.h 'they nod 
sacrificed so much. Co~qul1lII)". Ihq regardt'd them
,cl v~s as c"""sul uling ~ ,,"o,e Or 1""5 ""\'<Jcign otak 
""p",ak from ."d indcl',:nd""1 of Iheir "~i!lhl><,u,,, hut 
"wing .1I~gian(C In ,hejr mNher <"<>Unlry 1<> ... ·hich I""')' 

lookd tvr protection a~liMt othe, colon,al power<. and 
wlUch Ul her tu.n ~"~rriK,(! .. lTtC:osure 01 adm,nostratiW 
control o,er Ih"",. A6 tome wCnt on howcye" and for 
,.,~ ,,·him .... 10 I1!lev~nI to Our diso."ssion. t/w> ad

nlln;,;lrabve wnlrul e.n<r_ 
d,ed by 8ril~in on Ihe 
AmM""n mlonio;! proved 
"loIome, and ilWMl<'rmi
nJlcd in ln~.by Ih~ 1.
mous Amrric. n Dwlara_ 
lion ul lnd"""nJ"n (e. 

There .. ~ th"t-"cn st.1tes ... ·h"clo,. on 1770. ~ c0n
front«! w!lh the problem of re«>noling ,"" puIi<ln.ote 
desire for indcpc'nd<'fll ... gioruJ goVt:JJ1_nlll WIth tlw 
equally r-io;m~u. deoi~for an aU ... mb.ac:in, and unll· 
ing cen l •• 1 govc,nm",,\. At /int, Ih"y s"uled /Qr 
mn.<'<i<'1"all_m. But many Ante"""" m~n <>I aff~,., """" 
di!;Coveroo that Ih08 a'r.ng~'fl\ent was 'lOO weak a' Ihe 
cenlr~ Md tOOSlToll~ all .... mwmf,-,,,,,,,,' A public de
b ~tc cns.ued h wa. ""p"ed by OM-ge Washington, "nd 
wnducteci~,y AJc~andc, H.milton, James ,\.fadi.on, 'and 
J"hn Jay ~J\ \l,~ ~i,J~ ut f,dc,a liolTI ; ~nd in 1787. n"W 
consti lL/ lion wa, ecvotv«i whid" with "">lne ~mMd· 
m~,,", h .. rc",.l n&<;\I;)i lh;. doy A' 'h~ o.«"d fo .. n 
'Oln <JI Am~rican legalism. and tile arclletype ()( fed
eralism in other pJrts <if the world. 

It is true that the Unit..d Stat"" h .. which itl> 00.
d~t"$ two Qlh". r~; tbe Neg ro and tile Indian. Rut 
it i~ al50 true th.t. Jav" for Ihe wlout"$ of thelrslinl, 
Ihco.c two raCC& havc, in.Ll =PCCI$, bc<:n romple,,:ly 
.~i""bt"d ,,110 Americ .. n woy of 1if~ ~nd cultu ... 

Th t $tOt y of Canad" i. somewhal diffe'ent. In 
1605 and 16(18 rcspecti"e1y, th" !'.tnd, foun~d Port 
Royal ~now An"'p<>li$ Royail in t\ova Seotia and 
Quebec. lIotll of thc~" ~ettlement. became ij,ittsh 
possu,;ons d"r ing Ihe /i,st 60 y~'r8 01 th~ .. igh
tuun c~ ,,(u, y; Ih" "H~~} the et>sion ull\'Qv~ XQtl. 
o 1 ,vhich 1 io,mcd a pa,t ."d the 

by wn~"e.t 
After Ihe usher Ameri

Ded.,ation of 

• '."~~ ~~~_~'~.'~, A 

h>yal
crossed the 

/ronlier5 in'" 
Canada and nttled 

:\'tw 

Ion8 10 I .... "'d~uh~l ""h""1 1 .......... oiIlIoooii/".:I ...... t. ... "' ...... ~ "ev"'thl"oe, wc ha,,~ 

On.ind"P<'ndenc<l, the 
~~ f'~ro IC . ellk",""I" 
. lroo'llly de,;;,,,,1 I" rd";n 
tI'~ir ""I"nomy and to 
be ind~pendenl <If 
'he;""';~hh.-.,,, ,~ 

hoe/ore. Thi. is pcr_ el~o1'd lo~dopt arompleli'I)' 
ob)c'C\'ve ~nd K,erttific .pp ...... -h 10 '"'' pr..".,nl ... ~"'h 
.od ~r .. p"'P~rcd I" at>.md"" our .Iand ,I "e roe.. sound 
"'~ ... n I,,, do,,'61oo. ,\o.orrl"'gl), "e h.w ",~d,,~ onuch 
mo.e ,~re",1 51,,(1)' ollM ro"'lil""O,,~1 N'ol"l,on of.1I 
Ihe n.lion. of I~~ world wi,h a ';,,0\' 1(0 d,OC'\)"ering 
,..h~lh~r a,,)" if 00 wh~1 pri",·;"l •.• '" I~,,' I\"v,'''' ",~h 
evol"tion. w~ ha"c found Ihal 'QfW ~o,""'i,'S h,1Ve "'I
isfactoril y .ol"ed Ih~i, oon.tilut"'ndl pr.,blctns.; w bil sl 
Oth~,s ha,~ SO fa, nut. In <"O'''''''IU""<'-'' or ,)Ur ,,,,.1)",;, "i 
Ill<) \wO..,li Q( <o" "lri<,>, "'~ dr~ "bl ~ h' "",I"c~ PfJll
cipl"~ '" I~ .. , "hich "'e v"nl~r~ '" '''s.ord ~. "'1O"d "nd 
of univ~tikll appi icdlion . Wc,,",.I.ifil) '~n.101 ""d shoold 
nol l>(,e'I""'I",1 h' give {"It deta,(, ,,( "ltr .n"''''IoIl-"nn in 
III.s d,s<ou..,..,. Bul ,," ca" ~rul '~r(~j,,'v wilL SUle '" 
bnell)" ... ~il>le, the i""", ttOm ~.·h"h tI~ pr,naplo:$O' 
1."'6 are deduced_ 

llln<!;I.", .hug.'d· ... r "'. "",1"", .. 1, ttI m~ oo·utlJ: Af
riO, Nvrth Amcri"., Soulh Am."",. A., ... AU~lrah~ 
oro<ll'uropc. We witllakc lho.· mnl.n,.,.,h .on~ hy o"U'.1>u1 
ItN ,n Ih~ orde, i'l which ,,~ h~ .... mcol,,'l>tld 11. .. ·",. I .. 
!tc~tin)l th~ 'o" .. I,;es in c~<h "}IIl\n,·m. w .. ,..,11 '&"",e 
.lIlhe oolon,.1 ."d Trusl Tcmlone •. nOI b;.'("~,,~ \vo 
have t.,./t Ih .. ·no "u I "I Oil' ~Iudy. bu I b.·c.,u,~ IIL"y dO) '101 
~If"'t O) " t c~ndu,ion< un~ w"y ," .I'''''lh~ •. ~O, ~II (h .. ·,,
r~I,(·., 1 ;",d pr"~lical purPU'''"." .. "lu",. 1 '10' lru~ 1 ·rc·r
rilu,y c·."",,,(. OIl c·,,, V'~'" h: •• ",,1 '0 h"v~-, ,nl iQou l 
""M"I,I"li"" . 1I"",de,. "I 110,· 3, I 35 ""IIi,,,, p"')plo.- in tl\,' 
world. ","v abo,,1 24 mitti,m '~. 0.7<> I",r ""rot _ 11.0" in 
dcpCJ1d.,n~i"". 

t"",ty ""d"JSI<lnd,bt.e. Aftera Ctmluryor more oi 
poLilica~ goot"'I"1ic~~ and ewnonoic ""p"r~ le
n ...... ~""h "roup. i110ugh they l>eloogod 10 lhe 
~me elhnic and 1, ng"'~\lC slock I~ th~ otM16 
had d~velope<1 • dlSlincl njl,,,~~1 id~n"lr 
which lite)" plt.>'iQ"at~ly a"d p~t.iol;calfy 
""anlcd 10 pree..e"" . 

At Ihe same time, i" Ihe co" rse of Iho 
'~ lI1 e long period, \I.., various jl,l<l" p" of 
..,\tlcrs had dcvcl"~ p,,,III,, bl . ""'lon · 
mc.ci,,1 inte"-,,uts<' "mong Ihc,nM:lv~", 
as "..,11 as 0 """"Iantiai mClSu,"" <If po
lihOOI co-ope,."orr ..-hid, hid ~n:tbll>d 
them 10 acl '0 .uch p~rl .. cl conce,t 
asa""" lite moth..>r counlry be/On! aJld 
during Ih WUl u{ Indepe:nden"" 

Then trn"" wu the k'llrol ~lU<k frum ~."''',. 
foteign ""W~ If tI"l')' remnincd "$ 

"'p;o .. l" ""verei!;n " 'UI'" they w~'" 
s,,'~ 10 I""" ,he" n~ .... 'ty won ,nd ... 
p"nJen(e. Uoil..d. the)' "'ould be 
otrong .nough 10 dt!l"~nd lhe;, joll" 
""""·'gnly. It w~. de.r. the,..,lo,e, 
10 "1111",, g"'''p'' 01 ~lIc'~ thitllhey 
must find a bosts of unity ~rn"n8 

Ih em""lve, I,,, pU.p"8~" of de
fun"" ['<le and unre<lliclcd mm_ 
men;;al in(oo'·OOUf;>e, .. "d int~",a-

lion.o.i ",Iations. jili.r.:l:iIfJ04~:..t::i"\ 


