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Unofficial translation

The Saeima haglapted and the Presid:
of State has proclaimed the following law:

Law on the Central Election Commission
Chapter |

PROCEDURE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMISSION A ND ITS
MEMBERSHIP

Article 1

Not later than six months after its convening, $a@ima shall establish a Central Electiorr
Commission as a permanently functioning publiciiagon for the preparation and
conducting of Saeima elections or national refevemsl including referendums on Iegislal
initiatives, as well as the elections of city, chuandpagasts*® councils.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996, 14.05.1998 and 02.11.2000 laws)

Article 2

The Central Election Commission shall consist aemnmembers who are voters. The Saeima
shall elect the Chairperson of the Central ElecGmmmission and seven Commission
members, and the Supreme Court, at its plenuml, elleat one Commission member from
among the judges.

Article 3

(1) The Saeima may recall a Central Election Corsimmsmember it has elected:

1) if at least 10 members of the Saeima request it;

2) if the Saeima has received a notice from a @eBlection Commission member on
his/her resignation from the Commission.

(2) Only the Supreme Court may recall the Centlattton Commission member it has
elected.

(3) If a Central Election Commission member resifgos the Commission, the Saeima or
the Supreme Court shall elect another Commissianivee as appropriate.



Chapter lI
OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS OF THE COMMISSION
Article 4
(1) The Central Election Commission shall ensbet the Saeima Election Law, the Law
on the Election of City, County arRRhgasts Councils and the Law on National Referendums

and Legislative Initiatives are uniformly and prdyepplied and strictly enforced.

(2) In fulfilling its duties and exercising itgghts, the Central Election Commission shall
comply with the laws and regulations in force.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996, 14.05.1998 and 02.11.2000 laws)

Article 5

According to the powers granted to it by law and withe scope of its authority, the Cen
Election Commission shall take decisions and shsilie the required orders and instructi
which shall be published in the newspapéiatvijas Vestnesis' . The decisions, orders and

instructions shall take effect on the day of pudtiien, and all election commissions, state
and local government institutions and their offigishall abide by them.

(The version of the 05.12.1996 law)
Article 6
The Central Election Commission shall:

1) determine the distribution of state-allocatethficial resources among other election
commissions;

2) see to it that state and local government instititiprovide the election commissions v
premises, transportation, communication faciliaaed other materials and technical
resources;

3) determine what the ballot boxes must be like@nodide samples of election documents;

4) set the procedure by which election commissiamuies (vote counting recordand othe
materials related to elections or national refeuansl including referendums on legislative
initiatives, are to be sent to election commissions

5) determine the procedure by which the electianrogssions shall send election minutes
(vote counting records) and other materials reltdezlections or national referendums,
including referendums on legislative initiatives the Central Election Commission;



6) hear the reports of the district, city, county pagasts election commissions on
preparations for elections or national referendun@uding referendums on legislative
initiatives;

7) give instructions to district, city, county apagasts election commissions on all issues
pertaining to ensuring the compliance of the @egbrocess with the law;

7.1) check election results in specific constitties or polling stations on the basis of
received complaints or on its own initiative;

7.2) inform voters about the voting procedure atibns or national referendums, including
referendums on legislative initiatives;

7.3) compile election or referendum results andipllthem in a separate publication;

8) review complaints and proposals regarding tleestins and work of other election
commissions and annul their unlawful decisions;

9) be entitled to review any issue related to pgtegaration and conduct of elections or
national referendums, including referendums orslagve initiatives;

10) fulfil other obligations as set by law.
(As amended by the 05.12.1996, 14.05.1998 and 02.11.2000 laws)
Article 7

The Central Election Commission is responsibles&iablishing all election commissions.
To this effect the Central Election Commission khal

1) set deadlines for the establishment of eleammmissions if the deadlines are not set by
law;

2) participate in the establishment of election possions in accordance wittihe procedur
set by law;

3) appoint election commissions if the commissioage not been established in due time as
set by law.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996 |aw)

Article 8

The Central Commission shall exercise d@sthority in accordance with the provisions of
Saeima Election Law, the Law on the Election ofyCltown, andPagasts Councils and the

Law on National Referendums and Legislative Iniizg.

(As amended by the 05.12. 1996, 14.05.1998 and 02.11.2000 laws)



Article 9

Deleted by the 05.12.1996 law.
Article 10

Deleted by the 05.12.1996 law.
Article 11

The Central Election Commission shall be entitiedubmit proposals to state and local
government institutions on issues related to tleparation and conduct of elections or
national referendums, including referendums orslage initiatives. State and local
government institutions must review these proposaidater than within three days and ¢
an answer to the Commission in writing. The Commaisshall be entitled to invite officials
of ministries, departments and other state and gmaernment institutions to its meetings in
order to hear their opinions on issues relatetiégtreparation and conduct of elections or
national referendums, including referendums orslagve initiatives.

(The version of the 05.12.1996 law)
Article 12

If, during Saeima elections or national referendumduding referendums on legislative
initiatives, as well as during city, county apabasts council elections, flagrant violations of
the law have been committed in some polling statexmd if these violations have affected
the election results, the Central Election Comrorssnay decide to annul the electiosuks
at the respective polling station and proposettiatelevant state or local government
institutions call to account the persons who hawernoitted such violations.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996 and 14.05.1998 laws)
Article 13

The decisions made by the Central Election Comunissiay be appealed in accordance
with the procedure set by law.

Article 14

The Central Election Commission shall inform thélpuof its work and its adopted
decisions by means of press publications and st@viand radio toadcasts. Representati
of state and local government institutions and meepresentatives accredited by the Ce
Election Commission may be present at the meebhgse Central Election Commission.
(As amended by the 05.12.1996 |aw)

Article 15

(1) The Central Election Commission has the rigits legal entity.



(2) The Secretariat of the Central Election Commarsshall ensure the organisational and
technical services for the Commission.

(3) Deleted by the 13.06.2002 law

(As amended by the 14.05.1998 |aw)

Chapter IlI
ORGANISATION OF THE COMMISSION'S WORK
Article 16

(1) The salary for a member of the Central Elec@ommission shall be adjusted to the
average salary of all employed persons during pusviyear as published in the official
statistical report of the Central Statistical Bure&he amount of the average salary shall be
rounded to a full sum in LVL. The salary for a meanbf the Central Election Commission
shall be determined by applying a coefficient 3e Chairperson, the Deputy Chairperson
and the Secretary of the Central Election Commissiall be full-time employees, and they
shall receive a bonus in addition to their basiargaThese bonuses shall be calculated
according to the official statistical report of tBentral Statistical Bureau by applying the
following coefficient factors: 1.7 coefficient ftne bonus to the Chairperson’s salary, 1.5
coefficient for the bonus to the Deputy Chairpers@md the Secretary’s salaries.

(2) The Chairperson of the Central Election Cossioin shall determine the procedures for
offering health and life insurance to members ef@entral Election Commission, as well as
the system for the payment of allowances and cosgigms to the Commission members,
adjusting it to the system of allowances and corspgons set for civil servants. Rent for
living quarters or hotel expenses for the membetseoCentral Election Commission who
do not reside in Riga and who need to rent an aqeant or pay for a hotel room in Riga for
the performance of their duties shall be reimbufsaa the Central Election Commission’s
budget. Expenses pertaining to the rental of ligngrters or a hotel room shall be
compensated commensurate with actual expense®bexceeding the average salary of all
employed persons during previous year as publigh#dte official statistical report of the
Central Statistical Bureau. Officials of the Cahtlection Commission shall receive
compensation for representation purposes; the amshall be calculated according to the
official statistical report of the Central Statrsti Bureau mentioned in paragraph 1 of this
Article and by applying a coefficient of 0.25.@pensations and expenses for
representation purposes mentioned in this Articldl 1ot be subject to taxation.

(3) The previous position of employment shalhledd for the Chairperson, the Deputy
Chairperson and the Secretary of the Central Elec@iommission while they fulfil their
duties in the Commission. Upon the decision of@eenmission, Commission members s
be excused from performing their duties in theevious position of employment, but they
shall retain their position (place of employmentjile they fulfil their duties in the



Commission. The Central Election Commission mayagegny state official in the
preparation of elections or national referendums.

(4) The provisions forbidding the holding of méhan one position simultaneously as set
by laws shall not apply to members of the Centtaton Commission and the state
officials referred to in paragraph 3 of this Arécl

(As amended by the 13.06.2002 and 06.04.2006 |aws)

Article 17

(1) The Chairperson shall convene the meetingseoOentral Election Commission and
shall notify the Commission members thereof.

(2) If a Commission member cannot attend a meetiafshe shall inform the Chairperson in
advance.

(3) The Central Election Commission shall adoptésisions by a show of hands. A
decision is considered adopted if at least five @msion members have voted for it. A
Commission member who does not agree with a decsdiall be entitled to attach his/her
written opinion to the minutes.

(4) The Chairperson and the Secretary shall sigisi&s, orders and instructions issued by
the Commission.

(5) The minutes of the Central Election Commissimetings shall be taken, and they shall
be signed by the Chairperson and the Secretary.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996 |aw)

Article 18

(1) The Chairperson of the Central Election Commarsshall:

1) chair the Commission meetings; provide the Cossian members with an opportunity to
familiarise themselves in advance with the ageridbeomeetings and the materials to be
reviewed;

2) assign to commission members tasks relatdeetpreparation and conduct oéetions o
national referendums, including referendums orslage initiatives, and shall provide th

with documents required for the work of the Commoiss

3) invite state and local government representstikieads of other election commissions, as
well as other persons, to the meetings of the C@sion,;

4) represent the Commission at state institutitmes| governments, enterprises, agencies
and organisations;

5) follow up on the implementation of adopted demis;



6) inform the Saeima of theask of the Central Election Commission and the sieass it ha
adopted,;

7) report to the Saeima on the preparation of kbetiens or national referendums, including
referendums on legislative initiatives, if at leA8tSaeima members request a progress
report;

8) open and close accounts of the Central Ele@immmission in credit institutions and
manage the financial resources of the Central Ble€ommission;

9) fulfil other duties related to elections or wathl referendums, including referendums on
legislative initiatives.

(2) During the Chairperson's absence, his/her sigtiall be fulfilled by the Deputy
Chairperson.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996 |aw)
Article 19

(1) A Central Election Commission member may notuditaneously be a member of amert
election commission.

(2) If a Central Election Commission member is noaéd as a candidate for the Saeima or
local government elections, his/her work in the @ussion shall be terminated at the
moment when the respective list of candidateshsmstied to the relevant election
commission.

(3) A Central Election Commission member shall:

1) submit proposals and issues to be reviewed atn@ission meetings and participate in
their review;

2) check the work of other election commissionfi@her personal initiative or at the
request of the Chairperson and inform the Celil@ttion Commission of the results of the
examination;

3) hear the views of agency and organisation reptatives, as well as individual citizens,
on issues related to the preparation and condwseofions or national referendums,
including referendums on legislative initiatives.

(4) Central Election Commission members shall berguteed the reimbursement of
expenses incurred during the fulfilment of dutielsted to the preparation and conduct of
elections or national referendums, including reidiens on legislative initiatives.

(As amended by the 05.12.1996 law)

Article 20



(1) The Secretary of the Central Election Commissioall:

1) organise the review of individual or collectigeeries, complaints and proposals
submitted in writing by natural or legal persons;

2) be responsible for compliance with the ruleslmafting and processing of documents
issued by the Central Election Commission andHergreservation of such documents and
then for depositing them with the State Archives;

3) keep the minutes of the meetings of the Comuonmissi

4) draft decisions of the Commission and other docushand prepare them for review at
meetings of the Commission;

5) prepare documents concerning the replacememtr@mber of the Saeima in case of a
vacancy;

6) accept candidate lists with attached documertimgted for Saeima elections and check
their completeness and conformity to law;

7) organise the registration of candidate listhatmeetings of the Commission;

8) fulfil other duties related to elections or watal referendums, including referendums on
legislative initiatives.

(2) During the absence of the Secretary, his/h@eslghall be fulfilled by one of the
Commission members appointed by the Commission.

(As amended by the 05.12.2000 and 02.11.2000 laws)

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
1. Deleted by the 05.12.1996 law.

2. On the date that this law takes effect, the Retiguns on the Central Election Commission
of the Republic of Latvia (Republic of Latvia Supre Council and Government Reporter,
No. 51/52, 1992) approved by the Republic of Latigreme Council Resolution of 2
December 1992 shall be declared null and void.

3. Deleted by the 13.06.2002 law.

4. Paragraph 1 of Article 16 (on adjusting the isa¢aof Central Election Commission
members to the salaries recorded in official diaikreport of the Central Statistical
Bureau); paragraph 2 of Article 16 (on providingentral Election Commission members
insurance, allowances and compensation, as wedi@mbursement of expenses pertaining to
the rent of living quarters or a hotel room noteeding the average salary of all employed
persons during previous year); and paragraph Jtdlé& 16 (on holding the previous



position of employment) shall take effect on

1 November 2002.

(In the version of the 13.06.2002 law)

This law takes effect on the day of its proclanratio

This law was adopted by the Saeima on 13 Janu®4.19
The President of the State: G.ULMANIS

Riga, 20 January 1994

* the smallest rural administrative unit in Latvia.



