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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT

AN ACT to provide for the registration of persons entitled to vote
at elections of members of the House of Assembly and to
regulate the procedure at such elections and for other pur-
poses in connection therewith.

[16th July 1951]

1. This Act may be cited as the -
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT.

PART I
PRELIMINARY

2. In this Act —

“Chief Elections Officer” means the Chief Elections Officer ap-
pointed under section 87 of the Constitution;

“Commission” means the Electoral Commission established under
section 56 of the Constitution;

“constituency” means a constituency as defined in the Registration of
Electors Act;

“election” means an election of a member or members to serve in the
House of Assembly;

“election documents” means the documents which the returning officer
is required by section 44(1) to transmit to the Chief Elections
Officer after an election;

“election officer” includes the Chief Elections Officer, every supervi-
sor of enumerators, returning officer, election clerk, presiding
officer nall clerk enumerator ar other nereon having any duty

to perform pursuant to this Act, to the faithful performance of

“finally revised list” means the list of electors for any polling district
which has been revised by the registration officer in accor-

1961 Ed.
Cap. 183.
Fof 1951.

Commencement.

Short title.

Interpretation.
[12 of 15901].
S.I.1978 No.
1027 (U.K).
[Schedule 1].

Ch. 2:03.
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Form 20.

Ch.2:03.

kalmhn“iQ certified and forwarded to the Chief Flectinng

Officer for printing;

“Form”, identified by a number, means the Form of that number set out
in the Schedule;

“list of electors” means either the preliminary list of electors, the finally
revised list of electors or the official list of electors as herein
defined, as the context requires;

“official list” means the finally revised list of electors for any polling
station which has been printed for use at such polling station;

“poll book” means the book in Form 20 in which the name and other
particulars of every person applying to vote are consecutively
entered by the poll clerk as soon as the applicant’s right to vote
at the polling station has been ascertained and before any such
applicant is allowed to vote;

“polling day” means the day fixed for holding the poll at an election;

“polling district” means any polling district constituted in accordance
with the provisions of the Registration of Electors Act;

“polling station” means any room secured by the returning officer for
the taking of votes of the electors on polling day and to which
the official list of electors for a polling district is allotted;

“preliminary list of electors” means the list of electors prepared by the
enumerators in accordance with the provisions of the Registra-
tion of Electors Regulations;

“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made under the provi-
sions of this Act;

“register of electors” means the register of electors prepared under Part
1T of the Registration of Electors Act and described in section
17 of that Act;

“rejected ballot paper” means a ballot paper which has been handed by
the presiding officer to an elector to cast his vote but which at
the close of the poll has been found in the ballot box unmarked
or so improperly marked that in the opinion of the presiding

AfFinan nm matiening Affanw it cnment b ancieea Al
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not been deposned in the ballot box but has been found by the
presiding officer to be soiled or improperly printed, or Wthh
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(b) has been handed back to the presiding officer and ex-
changed for another;

C!)

“yoter” means any person who votes at an election;
“writ” means the writ for an election.

3. There shall, in pursuance of section 33 of the Constitution, be
elected to the House of Assembly, in the manner prescribed by the
provisions of this Act, representatives of the constituencies established
in accordance with section 57 of the Constitution, subject to the
transitional provisions of paragraph 3(1) of Schedule 2 to the Common-
wealth of Dominica Constitution Order 1978 (transitionally adopting
the twenty-one constituencies established by the Boundaries Commis-
sion Order).

PART II
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

4. (1) The Chief Elections Officer shall —

(a) exercise general direction and supervision over the
administrative conduct of elections and enforce on the
part of all election officers fairness, impartiality and
compliance with the provisions of this Act;

(b) issue to election officers such instructions as from time
to time he may consider necessary to ensure effective
execution of the provisions of this Act;

(c) execute and perform all other powers and duties which
by this Act are conferred and imposed upon him.

(2) The Chief Elections Officer shall receive such remunera-
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5. The Commission may from time to time, on the recommenda-
tion of the Chief Elections Uificer, appoini supervisors of enuiierators
who shall receive such remuneration as may be prescribed. The
supervisors of enumerators shall perform such duties as the Commis-

Constituencies.
[ 9 of 1960

12 of 1990].
S.1.1978.

No. 1027 (UK).
43/1973.

Ch. 1:01
(Sub.Leg.).

Powers and duties
of the Chief Elec-
tions Officer.
[12 of 1990].
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dation of the Chief Elections Officer, appoint for each constituency a
returning officer who shall receive such remuneration as may be
prescribed.

(2) Forthwith upon his appointment each returning officer
Form7. shall take and subscribe an oath in Form 7 and shall transmit the oath
to the Chief Elections Officer.

(3) Forthwith upon taking the oath referred toin subsection (2),
the returning officer shall establish an office in his constituency, or,
where any person has been appointed returning officer for more than
one constituency, in one of the constituencies or with the approval of the
Chief Elections Officer at some convenient place outside of either of the
constituencies, and shall cause an advertisement to be inserted in a Iocal
newspaper specifying the place at which he has established his office.

Election clerks. 7. (1) The Chief Elections Officer may appoint an election clerk
to assist each returning officer. The clerk shall receive such remunera-
tion as may be prescribed.

(2) Forthwith upon his appointment, the election clerk shall
Form 8. take an oath in Form 8 and shall transmit the oath to the returning
officer.

(3) Ifatanytime between the issue of a writ for an election and
the declaration of the result of that election the returning officer dies or
becomes incapable of performing his duties as such, the election clerk
shall forthwith report the fact to the Chief Elections Officer and shall
discharge all the duties and exercise all the powers of the returning
officer until some other returning officer is appointed or the former

officer ceases to be incapable of performing his duties, as the case may
be.

.
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election clerk, the substitute election clerk shall take the oath required
by section 7 to be taken by the election clerk.

(3) The substitute election clerk shall receive, in respect of his
services as such, such sum as the Commission may in any particular
case appoint.

9, (1) The Chief Elections Officer shall, subject to the approval
of the Commission, appoint a presiding officer for each polling station
in the constituency who shall receive such remuneration as may be
prescribed.

(2) Forthwith upon his appointment each presiding officer
shall take and subscribe an oath in Form 9 and shall transmit the oath
to the retumning officer.

10. (1) The Chief Elections Officer shall appoint a poll clerk for
each polling station in such district who shall receive such remunera-
tion as may be prescribed.

(2) Forthwith upon his appointment every poll clerk shall take
and subscribe an oath in Form 10 and shall transmit the oath to the
returning officer.

(3) If any presiding officer dies or becomes incapable of
performing his duties during the taking of the poll, the poll clerk shall
forthwith assume the office of presiding officer and shall appoint some
other person to act as poll clerk.

(4) Every person appointed to act as poll clerk under subsec-
tion (3) shall forthwith take and subscribe the oath of a poll clerk.

11. Every election officer and every person who is required by this
Aot tntala an nath mav talkre the nath either hafore a inctice of the neace

or before any reg1strat10n officer, returmng omcer Of presiding oiiicer
or poii clerk appuinied in accordance wiili thc provisions Ui tiis / Actand
every such registration officer, returning officer, presiding officer and

poll clerk is herebv authonsed and empowered to adm1mster any oaths

-nn-"mn r\u rn o

Presiding
officers.

Form 9.

Poll clerks.

Form 10.
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or poll clerk.
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DADRTIIT
PART TEE
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ELECTIONS
ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTIONS

Issue of writs for 12. (1) For the purposes of every general election of members of
Zf;ggi& the House of Assembly, and for the purposes of the election of members
[12 of 1990]. to fill vacancies caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Presi-
dent shall issue writs under the Public Seal of the State, addressed to the
returning officers of the respective constituencies for which members
are to be returned. The writs shall be forwarded to the Chief Elections

Officer for transmission to the several returning officers.

Form 1. (2) Every such writ shall be in Form 1 and shall specify the day
and place of nomination of candidates, the day on which, if necessary,
the poll shall be taken, being not less than fifteen and not more than
twenty-one days after the day fixed for the nomination of candidates,
and the day on which the writ is returnable to the President.

(3) Upon receipt of the writ every returning officer shall
proceed to hold the election in the manner hereinafter provided.

N‘ziﬁ‘c,e‘)fpflace 13. Upon the issue by the President of a writ, the Chief Elections
gecﬁlg:f ¢ Officer shall give notice thereof and of the day and place fixed for the
[2 of 1987 nomination of candidates, by publication in the Gazette at least ten clear
12 of 1990).

days before the day fixed for the nomination; and the returning officer
shall give furthernotice of the issue of the writ and of the time and place
Form 11. fixed for the nomination of candidates by causing notices in Form 11
to be posted or affixed in some conspicuous place near the principal
door of every court house, police station, and revenue office of the
relevant constituency and in any other place he may think necessary.

Clopties 01“1)5: of 14, Before the day fixed for the nomination of candidates the
zti;f‘;o returning officer shall obtain from the Chief Elections officer the
prescribed number of copies of the lists of electors for the time being in

e PRYLIE

iorce by virtue of this Act.
Frocedure at Eiections

Nomination of 15, (1) On the day and at the place fixed for the nomination of
candidates. candidates, the returning officer shall attend at nine o’clock in the

© . i iow
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(i) must be nominated in writing by not less than six
registered electors of the constituency for which
he seeks to be elected; and

(ii) mustconsentin writing to the nominationin Form

12;
but no candidate shall be deemed not to have been validly nominated
by reason only of the fact that subsequent to nomination day any person

by whom his nomination paper was signed is struck off the list of
electors for the relevant constituency.

(3) The returning officer shall at the place aforesaid and at the
time aforesaid and within seven hours thereafter receive the nomina-
tion papers as may be tendered to him.

(4) Every candidate shall at the time of his nomination deliver
or cause to be delivered to the returning officer a statutory declaration
of his qualifications made and subscribed by the candidate or, if the
candidate is absent from the State on nomination day, by his duly
authorised agent, in Form 13 or Form 14, as the case may be. If the
statutory declaration is not delivered as aforesaid the nomination of the
candidate shall be deemed to be void.

(5) Every candidate or someone on his behalf shall at the time
of his nomination deposit, or cause to be deposited, with the returning
officer, the sum of five hundred dollars in cash, and if he fails to do so,
the nomination of the candidate shall be deemed to be void.

16. (1) The full amount of every such deposit made under section
15(5) shall forthwith after its receipt be transmitted by the returning
officer to the Financial Secretary.

(2) The full amount of every such deposit shall be returned by
the Financial Secretary to the person who made the deposit or his
personal representatives, as the case may be, upon the production by
him or by them, within one month of the conclusion of the election in

roanoct of which the donpoit wone mada of a cartificate from the Chief

wOopsULL L YYALLCAL 1axw ULy prevvavaw

Elections Officer that the cand1date was elected or oolled not less than

(3) For the purposes of this section the number of votes polled
shall be deemed to be the number of ballot papers (other than rejected

FRaiine TRAVATE ana cﬁr-ii.:-ﬁ haling -—ri.‘ﬁ.—'c'i oV s

Form 12.

Form 13.
Form 14.

Disposal of
deposit.
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Uncontested
elections.

Form 15.

Contested
election
adjournmentto
take the poll.
[2 of 1987].

Form 16.

Power to adjourn
polling day in
event of
emergency.

[12 of 19901].

No. 1027 (U.K).
[Schedule 11.

{4} Except as otherwise provided in this sccton, cvery such

deposit shall, at the expiration of one month, from the conclusion of the
election in respect of which it was made, be credited to general revenue.

17. If at the expiration of seven hours from the time appointed there
is only one candidate duly nominated, the returning officer shall
forthwith publicly declare that candidate to be elected, and shall
immediately thereafter certify by endorsement on the writ of election in
Form 15 the return of that candidate and shall return the writ soendorsed
to the Chief Elections Officer for transmission to the President within
the time for that purpose specified therein.

18. (1) If there is more than one candidate duly nominated, a poll
of electors shall be taken, and in such case the returning officer shall
adjourn the election to the day specified in the writ and a poll shall be
taken on such day in the manner hereinafter provided.

(2) The returning officer shall as soon as practicable after
adjourning the election, give notice of the day and time on which and
the addresses of the polling stations at which the poll will be taken and
of the names of the candidates nominated for election and of the place
where and the day and time when the number of votes given to the
several candidates will be finally counted, by publication thereof, in the
Gazette andin at least one local newspaper or on national radio; and by
causing notices to be posted or affixed in some conspicuous place near
the principal door of every court house, police station and revenue
office and in any other place in the constituency as he may think
necessary in Form 16,

19. (1) Where at any time between the issue of a writ under section
12(1) and the day appointed by the writ for the holding of the poll at any
election the President is satisfied that it is expedient to do so by reason
of —

(a) the State having become engaged or being likely to
become engaged in any war:

Liilviguiivy 1 UWLid MLl Ui UWiL Lviidiiluiivii,

(c) the occurrence of any earthquake, hurricane, fiood, fire,
outbreak of pestilence or outbreak of infectious disease
or other calamity whether similar to the foregoing or

——a
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id) the likelihood that the final electoral list {or ail constitu-
encies or for any particular constituency will not be
printed before the day appointed under section 12 for
the holding of the poll or that any essential electoral
supplies or materials will not be available in adequate

quantities upon such day,

he may by Proclamation adjourn the holding of the poll for some other
day specified in the Proclamation not being more than thirty days after
the day specified in the writ issued under section 12.

(2) Any Proclamation under subsection (1) made pursuant to
subsection (1)(c) or (d) may be expressed to apply only to the constitu-
encies as are specified in the Proclamation in which event the poll shall
be taken in any constituency not so specified upon the day appointed
for the taking of the poll under section 12.

(3) Where any Proclamation is made under this section the
writs for all constituencies to which the Proclamation applies shall be
deemed to have been amended by the substitution for the day specified
in the writs as being the day for the holding of the poll of the day so
specified in the Proclamation.

(4) Where any Proclamation under this section is made before
the day which would have been nomination day if the Proclamation had
not been made, nomination day shall be deemed to have been adjourned
to the twenty-third day next before the day to which the holding of the
poll is adjourned by the Proclamation; but if the twenty-third day is a
public holiday nomination day shall be deemed to be adjourned to the
first day not being a public holiday after the twenty-third day.

(5) Where any Proclamation is made under this section after
nomination day the adjournment by the Proclamation of the day upon
which the poll is taken shall in no way affect the validity of any
nomination validly made upon nomination day and no other nomina-
tion shall be made.

PR

20. (1) Any candidate duly nominated may, I
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Form 17.

Taking of poll
and the ballot.

Form 18.

Establishment of
polling stations.

election material. .

the noii. the refurning officer shall forthwith sive nublic notice of the
withdrawal or death in the prescribed manner; and if on the withdrawal
or death there remains only one duly nominated candidate, the returning
officer shall forthwith declare such candidate to have been elected, and
shall immediately thereafter certify by endorsement on the writ of
election the return of such candidate in Form 17, and shall retumn the
writ so endorsed to the Chief Elections Officer for transmission to the
President within the time for that purpose specified therein.

21. (1) The poll shall be taken in each polling station by secret
ballot in accordance with the provisions of sections 34, 35 and 36.

(2) The ballot of each voter shall be a printed paper, in this Act
called a ballot paper, on which the names, addresses and occupations of
the candidates alphabetically arranged in the order of their surnames
and numbered accordingly shall be printed exactly as they are set outin
their respective nomination papers. Opposite to the name of each
candidate there shall be a prescribed symbol. The ballot papers shall
have a counterfoil and a stub, and there shall be a line of perforations
between the ballot and the counterfoil and between the counterfoil and
the stub, the whole as in Form 18.

(3) The ballot papers shall be numbered on the top of the stub
and the counterfoil, the same number being printed or written on the
stub as on the counterfoil. The ballot papers shall be bound or stitched
in books containing ten, twenty-five, fifty or one hundred ballots.

22. The returning officer shall establish for each polling district
such number of polling stations as the Chief Elections Officer shall
determine, each polling station being in premises of convenient access,
with an outside door for the admission of electors, and, where possible,
with another door through which electors may leave after they have
voted, and each presiding officer shall take care beforehand that his
polling stationis provided with proper doors, barriers, tables, chairs and
other conveniences, and that the same are properly arranged for
carrying out the provisions of this Act with respect to the taking of the

M
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(a) a sufficient number of ballot papers for at least the
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supplied, with their serial numbers;

(c) the necessary materials for electors to mark their ballot
papers;

(d) atleastthree copies of printed directions in Form 19 for

the guidance of electors in voting;

(e) a copy of or excerpts from this Act;

(f) three copies of the official list of electors for use at his
polling station;

(g) aballot box;

(h) ablank poll book;

(i) the several forms of oaths to be administered to electors
printed together on a card; and

(j) the necessary envelopes and such other forms and
supplies as may be authorised or furnished by the Chief
Elections Officer.

(2) Until the opening of the poll the presiding officer shall keep
the blank poll book, official lists of electors, forms of oaths, envelopes,
ballot papers and election supplies carefully locked upin the ballot box,
and shall take every precaution for their safe keeping and to prevent any
person from having unlawful access to them.

(3) Before the hour fixed for the opening of the poll the
presiding officer shall post up in each compartment of the polling
station and in a conspicuous place outside of the polling station one
copy of the directions referred to in subsection (1)(d) .

24. Each presiding officer shall, on or before the day fixed for
taking the poll, visit his polling station and see that it is provided with
proper convenience as aforesaid for taking the poll.

- nA TAVING AT TRA AL ar aann nniling Qrarnn enall no nonysosn
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26. (1) The Chief Elections Officer shall supply to each returning
officer anumber of ballot boxes equal to the number of polling stations

NS SORCTITIanos

Form 19.
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{2y Every ballol box shall be made of some durable maicrial,
with one lock and key and a slit or narrow opening in the top, and so
constructed that the ballot papers may be introduced therein but cannot
be withdrawn therefrom unless the box is unlocked.

27. (1) Subject to the provisions of sections 30 and 31, no person
shall be entitled to vote in any polling district unless his name appears
on the official list of electors for that polling district.

(2) Every person whose name appears upon the official list of
electors for any polling district shall be entitled to vote in that polling
district notwithstanding that he is not resident in that polling district
upon polling day. However, no person shall vote in more than one
constituency or at more than one polling station in the same constitu-
ency or more than once in the same constituency on the same day.

28. Any person contravening any of the provisions of section 27 is
liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for six months.

29. No person shall vote for the election of more than one candidate.

30. (1) Where any person whose name appears upon the official list
for any polling station is appointed as presiding officer or poll clerk for
some other polling station in the same constituency, the returning
officer shall transfer the name of the presiding officer or poll clerk, as
the case may be, to the list for the polling station of which such person
is appointed the presiding officer or poll clerk.

(2) The returning officer shall give notice in writing to every
candidate in his constituency of any transfer made under subsection (1)
and to the presiding officer of the polling station at which the person
whose name is so transferred would have been entitled to vote but for
the provisions of section 31.

3i. (1) Every person whose name i$ transierred, in accordance
with eection A3 fram anv affirial lier tn anv ather afficial licf chali vate
if' e votes at ali, in the polling station of which he is appointed presiding

O1iiCer Or poii CiciK, as uic Casc iay oe.

(2) Every presiding officer who issues to any person whose

name hac heen traneferred from anv official list to anv other official list
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liable on summary conviction to a fine of two hundred and fifty dollars
or to imprisonment for one month.

32. (1) Atthe hour fixed for opening the poll the presiding officer

and the poll clerk shall, in the presence of the candidates, their agents P,

and such of the electors as are present, open the ballot box and ascertain
that there are no ballot papers or other papers therein, after which the
box shall be locked, and the presiding officer shall keep the key thereof;
the box shall be placed on a table in full view of all present and shall be
maintained there until the close of the poll.

(2) Immediately after the ballot box is so locked, the presiding
officer shall cali upon the electors to vote.

(3) The presiding officer shall secure the admittance of every
elector into the polling station, and shall see that they are not impeded
or molested at or about the polling station.

(4) Each elector, upon entering the polling station, shall de-
clare his name, residence and occupation. The poll clerk shall then
ascertainif the name of the elector appears on the official list of electors
used at the polling station. When it has been ascertained that the
applicant elector is qualified to vote at the polling station, his name,
address and occupation shall be entered in the poll book to be kept by
the poll clerk in Form 20, his electoral registration number in the
appropriate column of the poll book, and the elector shall be immedi-
ately allowed to vote, unless an election officer or any agent of a
candidate present at the polling station desires that he be first sworn.

(5) The poll clerk shall —

(a) make such entries in the poll book as the presiding
officer pursuant to any provision of this Act directs;

(b) enter in the poll book opposite the name of each voter
as soon as the voter’s ballot paper has been deposited
in the ballot box, the word “Voted";

(C) PRI TS | I TPy PR ¥ e 1 senavesfC wae 9T L F Fes ey

enter in the poll book the word "Sworn’” or ~Atfirmed”
nnnagite the name of each elecior. io whom any oath or

aifirmaiion nas been admimsiered lIlulLdLlIlg Uic 1
iure of ihe oaih of afiimmation; and

(d) enterinthe poll book the words “Refused to be sworn”

or “DAA nAA T nfﬁm” nr “D

I

Proceedings at
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[12 of 1990].
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do so, or has refused to answer questions which he has
been legally required to answer.

33. (1) The presiding officer shall keep order at his polling station
and shall regulate the number of voters to be admitted at atime, and shall
exclude all other persons except his assistants, the candidates, one agent
foreach candidate appointed by the candidate in writingin Form 21, and
the constables on duty.

/(2) The agents shall be posted in such a place that they can see
each pefson who presents himself as an elector, and hear his name as
given in by him, but so that they cannot see how any voter votes. They
shall not interfere in the proceedings save in so far as may be allowed
by this Act.

(3) Ifany person persists, after being wamned, in disobeying the
directions of the presiding officer or.in acting in contravention of this
section it shall be lawful for the presiding officer to cause him to be
removed from the polling station.

34. (1) Eachelectorshall receive from the presiding officer a ballot
paper on which such officer has previously put his initials so placed as
indicated in Form 18 that when the ballot paper is folded they can be
seen without opening it, and on the counterfoil of which he has placed
the elector’s electoral registration number entered in the poll book
opposite the name of the elector.

(2) The presiding officer shall instruct the elector how to make
his mark, and shall properly fold the elector’s ballot paper, directing
him to return it, when marked, folded as shown, but without inquiring
or seeing for whom the elector intends to vote, except when the elector -
is unable to vote in the manner prescribed by this Act on account of
blindness or other physical incapacity.

(3) The elector on receiving the ballot paper shall forthwith

enter ane of the r\n]hnn r‘r\mnartmpnte and there mark hic hallnt naner

by marking w1th a black lead oencﬂ and not otherw1se across w1ttun the

i
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the numbers on the counterfoil can be seen without opening it, and hand
the paper to the presiding officer who shall, without unfolding it,
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he shaii forihwiih in full view of the voter and ali oihers present remove

the counterfoil and deposit the ballot paper in the ballot box.

(4) An elector who has inadvertently so dealt with the ballot
paper delivered to him that it cannot conveniently be used shall restore
it to the presiding officer who shall cancel it by writing the word
“Spoiled” across the face of the same. The presiding officer shall then
deliver another ballot paper to the elector.

(5) Every elector shall vote without undue delay and shall
leave the polling station as soon as his ballot paper has been putinto the
ballot box.

(6) If at the hour of closing of the poll there are any electors

inside the polling station who are qualified to vote and have not been
able to do so since their arrival at the polling station, the poll shall

be kept open a sufficient time to enable them to vote, but subject to

subsection (7), no one not actually present within the polling station at
the hour of closing shall be allowed to vote.

(7) If the polling station is too small to accommodate all the
people present, the presiding officer shall allow to vote any person who
at the hour of closure of the poll were present at the station for the
purpose of voting notwithstanding that such persons were not actually
within the station.

35. (1) The presiding officer may, and if requested by a candidate
or his agent shall, put to the elector the following questions:

(a) are you the same person whose name appears as A.B.
on the list of electors now in force for this polling
station?

(b) have you already voted at this election either here or
elsewhere?

~(2) If any person refuses to answer any question put to him as
in this section provided, the presiding officer shall refuse to give him
a paliot paper.

SAN TL s e cvnmm e lenn 2 £alan cmncrramtn anes oninh Aactinn ha

is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for six months.

36. (1) Subject to all other provisions of this Act as to proof of
N y if a

Questions which
may be put to an
elector.

Mode of taking
ballot in special
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to receive a ballot paper and to vote after taking the oath of identity, in
Form 22. Form 22, and otherwise establishing his identity to the satisfaction of
the presiding officer.

(2) In such case, the presiding officer shall put on the ballot
paper his initials together with the voter’s electoral registration number
entered in the poll book opposite the name of the voter, and the poll clerk
shall enter in the poll book —

(a) the name of the voter;

Daper afier another person has voted as that nerson. he shall be eniitie

(b) a note of his having voted on a second ballot paper
issued under the same name;

(c) the fact of the oath of identity having been required and
taken, and the fact of any other oaths being so required
or taken; and

(d) any objections made on behalf of any, and of which, of
the candidates.

(3) Ancelector whoisincapacitated by any physical cause other
than blindness from voting in the manner prescribed by this Act, may
apply to the presiding officer to adopt one of the following modes of
voting:

(a) theelector may request the presiding officer to mark his

ballot paper on his behalf, in which case the presiding

Form 23, officer shall require the elector to make oathin Form 23
of his incapacity to vote without assistance and shall

thereafter assist the elector by marking his ballot paper

in the manner directed by the elector and shall place the

ballot paper in the ballot box: if so requested by the

elector, the presiding officer shall mark the ballot paper

in the presence of the poll clerk and of the sworn agents

of the candidates or any of them but of no other person;

(b) alternatively, the elector may apply to the presiding
ofﬁcer to be allowed to vote w1th the ass1stance of

{i) the presiding ofiicer shail require ific €iecior o
Form23. make oath in Form 23;

(ii} on the elector ma

no cuch nath the nraciding
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qualified person within ithe meaning of subsec-
tion (4) and has not previously assisted more than
one physically incapacitated person to vote at the
election;

(iii) upon the applicant and the companion complying
with subparagraphs (i) and (ii), and subject to the
provisions of this Act, the presiding officer shall
grant the application, and thereupon anything
which is by this Act required to be done to or by
the elector in connection with the giving of his
vote may be done to, or with the assistance of, the
companion.

(4) For the purpose of subsection (3)(b), a person is qualified
to assist a physically incapacitated person if that person is either —

(a) a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the
election; or

(b) the father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, sonor
daughter of the physically incapacitated elector and
has attained the age of eighteen years.

(5) The presiding officer shall either deal with a blind elector
in the same manner as with an otherwise incapacitated elector, or, at the
request of any blind elector who has taken the oath in Form 24, and is
accompanied by a friend who is an elector in the polling district, shall
permit the friend to accompany the blind elector into the voting
compartment and mark the elector’s ballot paper for him; and if the
elector so requests, the presiding officer shall accompany them into the
voting compartment and the friend shall mark the ballot paper in the
presence of the presiding officer. No person shall at any election be
allowed to act as the friend of more than one blind elector.

' (6) Any friend who is permitted to mark the ballot paper of a
#"hlind elector as afaresaid shall first he required to take an oath in Form

25A that he w111 keep secret the name of the candldate for whom the

acted as the friend of a blind elector for the purpose of marking his

ballot paper at the pending election.
(7) Whenever any elector has had his ballot paper marked as
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37. (1) Where there is contained in the official list of electors a
name, address and occupation which correspond so closely with the
name, address and occupation of a person by whom a ballot paper is
demanded as to suggest that the entry in the official list of electors was
intended to refer to him, that person shall, upon taking the oath in Form
26 and complying in all other respects with the provisions of this Act,
be entitled to receive a ballot paper and to vote. In any such case the
name, address and occupation shall be correctly entered in the poll book
and the fact that the oath has been taken shall be entered in the proper
column of the poll book.

(2) An elector, if required by the presiding officer, the poll
clerk, one of the candidates or an agent of a candidate, or by an elector
present, shall, before receiving his ballot paper, take an oath in Form 27,
and if he refuses to take the oath, erasing lines shall be drawn through
his name on the list of electors and in the poll book, if his name has been
entered in the said book, and the words “refused to be sworn” shall be
written thereafter.

38. (1) In addition to the presiding officer and the poll clerk, the
candidate and one agent for each candidate in each polling station, the
constables on duty, and no others, shall be permitted to remain in the
polling station during the time the poll remains open; but no candidate
and his agent shall be in the same polling station at the same time for
more than five consecutive minutes.

(2) The agent of each candidate, on being admitted to the
poliing station, shall take an oath in Form 28, to keep secret the name
of the candidate for whom any of the voters has marked his ballot paper
in his presence.

(3) Agents of candidates may, with the permission of the
presiding officer, absent themselves from and retumn to the polling
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candidates or any of them are absent, then in the presence of such as are
present and of at least two electors 1f none of the candidates is
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(b)

poll book as having voted and make an entry thereof on
the line immediately below the name of the voter who
voted last, thus: ““‘the number of voters who voted at this
election in this polling station is ....... ” (stating the
number), and sign his name thereto;

count the spoiled ballot papers, if any, place them in the
special envelope supplied for that purpose and indicate
thereon the number of the spoiled ballot papers and seal

“it up;
(c) count the unused ballot papers, place them with all the

(d)

(e)

)

stubs of all used ballot papers in the special envelope
supplied for that purpose and indicate thereon the
number of the unused ballot papers;

check the number of ballot papers supplied by the
returning officer against the number of spoiled ballot
papers, if any, the number of unused ballot papers and
the number of voters whose names appear in the poll
book as having voted, inorderto ascertain that all ballot
papers are accounted for;

open the ballot box and empty its contents upon the
table;

record and count the number of votes given to each
candidate on the tally sheet supplied, giving full oppor-
tunity to those present to examine each ballot paper.
The poll clerk and not less than two witnesses shall be
supplied with tally sheets upon which they may keep
their own score as each vote is called out by the
presiding officer. The count of votes under this para-
graph shall be referred to as the preliminary count.

(2) In counting the votes, the presiding officer shall reject all

ballot papers —

whirch have nat heen sunplied hv him:

which have not heen marked for anv candidate:
Wi c r any cangiqate;

on wiich voies nave peen given 10r more iian one

upon which there is any writing or mark by which the

voter could be identified, but no ballot paper shall be
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any presiding officer; or
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(ii) the presence thereon of any mark, other than the
voter's mark, or any smear or smudge from any
cause whatsoever arising,

unless the ballot paper fails to convey the intention of
the voter to vote for a particular candidate.

(3) If, in the course of counting the votes, any ballot paper is
found with the counterfoil still attached thereto, the presiding officer
shall (carefully concealing the numbers thereon from all persons
present and without examining them himself) remove the counterfoil.
He shallnot reject the ballot papermerely by reason of his former failure
to remove the counterfoil.

(4) If, in the course of counting the votes, the presiding officer
discovers that he has omitted to affix his initials to any ballot paper, as
provided by section 34(1), and as indicated in Form 18, he shall, in the
presence of the poll clerk and the agents of the candidates, affix his
initials to the ballot paper and shall count the ballot paper as if it had
beeninitialled by him in the first place, provided that he is satisfied that
the ballot paper is one that has been supplied by him and that such an
omission has really been made, and also that every ballot paper supplied
to him by the retumning officer has been accounted for, as provided by
subsection (1)(d).

(5) Nothing in subsection (2), (3) or (4) shall relieve the
presiding officer from any penalty to which he may have become liable
by reason of his having placed any writing, number or mark, other than
his initials, on any ballot paper, or of his failure to remove the
counterfoil at the time of the casting of the vote to which it relates or of
his failure to affix his initials to any ballot paper before handing it to any
elector,

(6) Thepresiding officer shall keep a record on the special form
printed in the poll book of every objection, made by any candidate, or
his agent or any elector present, to any ballot paper found in the baliot
hnv anAd chall Aanida avams annctinn aricine nut nf tha nhinntinn Tha
decision of the presiding officer shall be final, subject to reversal on the
final count by the reiurning officer or on petition questioning the
election or return; and every such objection shall be numbered, and a
ding number placed on the back of the ballot paper and
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{7y Ali the hailot naners not rejected by the presiding officer
shall be counted and a list shall be kept of the number of votes given to
each candidate and of the number of rejected ballot papers. The ballot
papers which respectively indicate the votes given for each candidate
shall be put into separate envelopes; all rejected ballot papers shall be
put into a special envelope and all such envelopes shall be endorsed so
as to indicate their contents, and shall be sealed by the presiding officer
and by such agents or witnesses present as may desire to seal them or

to sign their names thereon in addition or instead.

(8) The presiding officer and the poll clerk, immediately after
the completion of the counting of the votes, shall take and subscribe
respectively the oaths in Forms 29 and 30 which shall remain attached
to the poll book.

(9) The presiding officer shall make the necessary number of
copies of the statement of the poll in Form 31, one copy to remain
attached to the poll book, one copy to be retained by the presiding
officer and one copy for the returning officer, which shall be enclosed
in a special envelope supplied for the purpose, which envelope he shall
seal and deliver personally or transmit to the returning officer.

(10) The poll book, the several envelopes containing the ballot
papers unused, spoiled, rejected or counted for each candidate (eachlot
in its proper envelope) the envelope containing the official list of
electors and other documents used at the poll shall then be placed inthe
large envelope supplied for the purpose, and this envelope shall thenbe
sealed and placed in the bailot box. The ballot box shall then be locked
and sealed with the seal of the presiding officer and forthwith transmit-
ted or delivered to the returning officer. The retuming officer may
specially appoint one or more persons for the purpose of collecting the
ballot boxes from a given number of polling stations and such person
or persons shall, on delivering the ballot boxes to the returning officer,
take the oath in Form 32.

(11) The presiding officer shall, with the ballot box, transmit or
deliver to the returning officer, in the envelope provided for that
purpose, the key of the ballot box, and the preliminary statement of the

(a) the ballot box;

Forms 29 and 30.

Form 31.

Form 32.

Form 31.
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in such manner as the Chief Elections Officer may direct.

(13) If any presiding officer omits to enclose within the ballot
box, and in the proper envelopes provided for that purpose, any of the
documents mentioned in this section, he shall, in addition to any other
punishment to which he may be liable, forfeit all right to payment for
his services as such officer.

40. Each candidate may appoint one agent to attend the preliminary
and final count of the votes by the presiding officer and the returning
officer. The appointment shall be in writing in Form 21.

PART IV
PROCEDURE SUBSEQUENT TO POLLING DAY

41. (1) The returning officer upon receipt by him of each of the
ballot boxes shall take every precaution for its safe keeping and for
preventing any person other than himself and his election clerk from
having access thereto, sealing it under his own seal so that it cannot be
opened without the seal being broken, but without effacing or covering
any other seals thereto affixed.

(2) After all the ballot boxes have been received, they shall be
opened at the place, date and time specified in the notice referred to in
section 18(2) for the final count of the votes, and in the presence of such
of the candidates or their representatives as are present, by the returning
officer, or, where the same person is returmning officer for more than one
constituency, by him or the election clerk for the constituency con-

cerned, and the returning officer or the election clerk, as the case may
be, shall -

(a) count the votes contained therein cast for each candi-
date (allowing the candidates and their representatives

to see the votes) and determine whether any of the votes
so cast should be reiected:;

voteg reiectad b tha oon ol e £ 1
;\ count the votes reiected by the presiding officer(

be regarded as having been vahdly cast for any, and if
so for which candidate;
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should not have been so rejected) cast for each candi-
date;

(d) make and sign any necessary amendments to the state-
ment of the poll.

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 39 shall apply
to the returning officer or election clerk, as the case may be, as they
apply to the presiding officer except that paragraph (a) of that subsec-
tion shall take effect as if there were substituted for the word “him” the
words “the presiding officer”.

(4) The provisions of subsection (6) of section 39 shall apply
to the returning officer or election clerk, as the case may be, as they
apply to the presiding officer except that for references in the subsec-
tion to the presiding officer there shall be substituted references to the
returning officer orelection clerk, as the case may be, and that the words
“the final count by the returning officer or” shall be deemed to be
omitted from the subsection.

(5) The provisions of subsection (7) of section 39 shall apply
to the returning officer or election clerk, as the case may be, as they
apply to the presiding officer except —

(a) thatthe words “returning officer” shall be deemed tobe
substituted for the words “presiding officer”; and

(b) that the documents referred to in that subsection shall
be replaced in the envelopes from which they were re-
moved by the returning officer and the envelopes shall
be fastened by a sheet of paper being pasted over the
opening thereof.

(6) If at the final count of the votes none of the candidates or
their representatives are present, it shall be the duty of the returning
officer or election clerk to secure the presence of at least two electors
who shall remain in attendance until the final count of the votes has

hoon rnmnlatad

v var wAsARAp AL e,

(TN Tha cnndidata whn an tha final nnnnt af tha vntac ic fannd

to have the largest number of votes shall then be declared elected in
writing and a copy of the deciaration shaii be forthwiih delivered io
cach candidate or his agent, if present at the final count of the votes, or
if any candidate is neither present not represented thereat, shall be

L.R.O. 1/199]
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is found to exist between any two or more candidates and an additional
vote would entitle one of the candidates to be declared elected, the
returning officer, or election clerk, as the case may be, ifhe is an elector
of the constituency for which the election is held, may give that
additional vote, but the returning officer shall not in any other case be
entitled to vote at an election in a constituency for which he is the
returning officer.

42. (1) If the ballot boxes are not returned to the returning officer
by the time specified in the notice referred to in section 18(2), the
returning officer shall adjourn the proceedings to a subsequent day,
which shall not be more than a week later than polling day.

(2) In case the statement of the poll cannot be found and the
number of votes for the several candidates cannot be ascertained, or if,
for any other cause, the returning officer cannot, at the day and hour
appointed by him for that purpose, ascertain the exact number of votes
given foreach candidate, he may thereupon adjourn to a further day and
hour the final count of the votes given for each candidate, not being
more than seventy-two hours after the time specified in the notice
referred to in section 18(2).

(3) At the time to which the proceedings are adjourned in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (2), the returning officer
shall ascertain by such evidence as he is able to obtain the total number
of votes cast for each candidate and shall declare elected the candidate
appearing to him to have the largest number of votes.

(4) For the purposes of this section, the returning officer shall
have all the powers of and be deemed to be a commissioner appointed
under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, and the provisions of section 12
of the said Act shall apply to all persons required by the returning officer
to give evidence or to produce any documents before h1m as they apply
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43. The returning officer shall, as soon as he has ascertained the
result of the poll forthwith pubhcly declare the result and announce the
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4d_ {1} The returning officer within seven davs nexi following that
upon which he has made the final count of or ascertained the number
of votes given for each candidate, shall deliver personally or transmit
by registered post to the Chief Elections Officer —

(a) the writ with his return in Form 33 endorsed thereon
that the candidate having the majority of votes has been
elected;

(b) areportofhis proceedingsin the form prescribed by the
Chief Elections Officer,

(c) the recapitulation sheets in the form prescribed by the
Chief Elections Officer showing the number of votes
cast for each candidate at each polling station, and
making such observations as the returning officer may
think proper as to the state of the election papers as
received from his presiding officers;

(d) the statements of the polls;
(e) thereserve supply of undistributed blank ballot papers;
(f) the enumerators’ record books;

(g) thereturns from the various polling stations enclosed in
sealed envelopes as prescribed by this Act, and con-
taining the poll book used at the poll, a packet contain-
ing the stubs and unused ballot papers, packets contain-
ing the ballot papers cast for the several candidates, a
packet containing the spoiled ballot papers, a packet
containing the rejected ballot papers and a packet
containing the official lists of electors used at the poll,
and the written appointments of candidates’ agents;
and

(h) all other documents used for the election.
(2) The retumning officer shall forward to each of the candi-

Aatac a Annhnafn or conv of the return ta the writ made hv him
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and any or all election documents connected therewnh tothe returmng
officer for completion or correction.

[12 of 1990].

Form 33.
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writ with the return endorsed thereon to the President within the time for
the purpose specified therein.

(5) The ChiefElections Officer shall, on receiving the return of
any member elected to serve in the House of Assembly, enter it, in the
order in which the returnis received by him, in a book to be kept by him
for such purpose and thereupon immediately give notice in the Gazette
of the name of the candidate so elected and in the order in which it was
received.

(6) The Chief Elections Officer shall, as soon as practicable
after each general election, cause to be printed a report giving by polling
districts the number of votes polled for each candidate, the number of
rejected ballots, the number of names on the lists of electors, together
with any other information that he may think fit to include; and shall
also, at the end of each year, cause to be printed a similar report on the
by-elections held during the year.

Penalty fordelay, 45, If any returning officer wilfully delays, neglects or refuses duly
gﬁifsg‘l’;gf“m to return any person who ought to be returned to serve in the House of
officertoretum ~ Assembly for any constituency, and if it has been determined on the
clectedcandidate. hearing of an election petition respecting the election for that constitu-
ency that such person was entitled to have been returned, the retuming
officer who has so wilfully delayed, neglected or refused duly to make
the return of his election shall forfeit to the person aggrieved the sum

of five hundred dollars and costs in addition to all damages sustained.

Power of 46. If in the case mentioned in section 41(8) the returning officer is
assembly oelect not an elector, or if, being an elector he declines to vote, he shall make

equality of votes. @ Special return of the result of the election, and the House of Assembly
shall have the right by resolution to choose one of the candidates to be
the member for that constituency.

Custody of 47. (1) The Chief Elections Officer shall keep the election docu-

ments referred foin section 44(1) in eafe custody and chall allow no
Elections  Person to have access to them; but if an election petition has been

Chi

election Officer shall on the arder of a ndae of the Hich Court deliver

to the Registrar of the High Court the documents relatiﬁg to the election
thatis in dispute. However, after the expiration of twelve months from
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{2} No such election documcnis in the cusiody of ihe Chief
Elections Officers shall be inspected or produced except under the
order of a Judge of the High Court, and an order under this subsection
may be made by any such Judge on his being satisfied by evidence on
oath that the inspection or production of the election documents is
required for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for
an offence in relation to an election, or for the purpose of a petition
which has been filed questioning an election or return.

(3) Any such order for the inspection or production of election
documents may be made subject to such conditions as to persons, time,
place and mode of inspection or production as the Judge thinks fit.

(4) All other reports or statements received from election
officers, all instructions issued by the Chief Elections Officer pursuant
to the provisions of this Act, all decisions or rulings by him upon points
arising thereunder, and all correspondence with election officers or
others in relation to any election shall be public records, and may be
inspected by any person upon request during business hours.

(5) Any person may take extracts therefrom and shall be
entitled to certified copies of the papers relating to any subject upon
payment for the preparation of the certified copies at the prescribed
rate.

(6) Any such copies purporting to be certified by the Chief
Elections Officer under his hand shall be receivable in evidence
without further proof thereof.

48. (1) Forthwith upon making the return to the writ in accordance
with the provisions of section 44, the returning officer shall cause the
ballot boxes used thereat, with their locks and keys, to be deposited in
the custody of the member of the police service in charge of a police
station in the constituency.

(2) Upon delivery to him of the ballot boxes. locks and keys,
the custodian shall issue his receipt and shall at the next ensuing
election, upon request, deliver the said ballot boxes, locks and keys to

the returning officer to whom the writ ig directed taking the retuming

Custody of ballot
boxes.
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PART V

ELECTION OFFENCES

49. (1) No intoxicating liquor shall be sold, offered for sale or
given away, at any premises situated in any constituency in which an
election is being held and to which a licence issued under the Liquor
Licences Act applies, at any time between the opening and the closing
of the poll on polling day.

(2) Nointoxicatingliquor shall be supplied to any person at any
premises situated in any constituency in which an election is being held
and to which a licence issued under the Registration of Clubs Act
applies, at any time between the opening and the closing of the poll on
polling day.

(3) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) is liable
on summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars or to impris-
onment for six months.

(4) Inthis section, “intoxicating liquor” has the same meaning
as is assigned to the expression in the Registration of Clubs Act.

50. (1) Everyemployershall, onpolling day, allow to every elector
employed by him the prescribed period for voting, and no employer
shall make any deduction from the pay or other remuneration of any
such elector or impose upon or exact from him any penalty by reason
of his absence during such period.

(2) Any employer who, directly or indirectly, refuses, or by
intimidation, undue influence, or in any other way, interferes with the
granting to any elector employed by him of the prescribed period for
voting as in this section provided, is liable on summary convictionto a
fine of five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for six months.

51. Every election officer who —

(a) makesin any record, return or other document which he
1s required to keep or make under this Act, any eniry
which he knows orhas reasonable cause iobelieve iohe

1ais¢, Or aocs 1ol DELCVE 10 DE tug;

(b) permits any person whom he knows or has reasonable
cause to believe not to be a blind person or an incapaci-
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fuses o permit any person whom he knows or has

iCi i
reasonable cause to believe to be a blind person or an
incapacitated person to vote in the manner provided for
blind persons or incapacitated persons, as the case may
be;

(d) wilfully prevents any person from voting at the polling
station at which he knows or has reasonable cause to
believe such person is entitled to vote;

(e) wilfully rejects or refuses to count any ballot paper
which he knows or has reasonable cause to believe is
validly cast for any candidate in accordance with the
provisions of this Act; or

(f) wilfully counts any ballot paper as being cast for any
candidate which he knows or has reasonable cause to
believe was not validly cast for such candidate,

is, on conviction onindictment, liable to imprisonment for two years.

52. (1) No person shall furnish or supply any loudspeaker, bun-
ting, ensign, standard, or set of colours, or any other flag, to any person
with intent that it shall be carried, wom or used on motor cars, trucks
orother vehicles, as political propaganda, on polling day, and no person
shall, with any such intent, carry, wear, or use, on motor cars, trucks or
other vehicles, any such loudspeaker, bunting, ensign, banner, stan-
dard, or set of colours, or any other flag, on polling day.

(2) No person shall furnish or supply any flag, ribbon, label or
like favour to or for any person with intent that it should be worn orused
by any person within any constituency on polling day, as a party badge
to distinguish the wearer as the supporter of any candidate, or of the
political or other opinions entertained or supposed to be entertained by
such candidate; and no person shall use or wear any flag, ribbon, label,
or other favour, as such badge, within any constituency on polling day.
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any candldate or to the use of any such banner on any vehicle or of any
such rosette or favour.
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Loudspeakers,
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etc., prohibited
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seciion is liable on summaryv conviciion to a fine of ten thousand doilars
or to imprisonment for one year.

53. (1) Subjecttothe provisions of subsection (2), during the hours
when the poll is open upon election day no person shall assemble or
congregate within one hundred yards of any building in which any
polling station is situated.

(2) This section shall not apply —

(a) toany electors who are awaiting to poll their votes at the
polling station and who obey any instructions which
may be given by the presiding officer or any constable
for the purpose of forming a queue with other electors
also so waiting; or

(b) to any person who may under the provisions of this Act
lawfully enter or remain in the polling station.

(3) Every person who contravenes or fails to comply with any
of the provisions of this section is liable on summary convictiontoa fine
of four hundred dollars and to imprisonment for six months.

54. (1) During the hours that the poll is open upon election day no
person shall upon any public road or in any public place within one
hundred yards of any building in which a polling station is situated seek
toinfluence any elector to vote for any candidate or to ascertain for what
candidate any elector intends to vote or has voted.

(2) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of
subsection (1) is liable on summary conviction to a fine of three
thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six months.

55. The following persons shall be deemed guilty of bribery within
the meaning of this Act:

(a) every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or
by any other person on his behalf, gives, lends, or
agrees to give or lend, or offers, promises, or promises
to procure or to endeavour to procure any money or

B N N DU

any person on behalf of any elector. or to or for any
other person in order to induce any elector to vote or
refram from voting, or corruptly does any such act as
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by any other person on his behalf, gives or procures, or
agrees to give or procure, or offers, promises, or
promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any
office, place or employment to or for any elector, or to
or for any person on behalf of any elector, or to or for
any other person in order to induce such elector to vote
orrefrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as
mentioned above on account of any elector having
voted or refrained from voting at any election;

every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or
by any other person on his behalf, makes any such gift,
loan, offer, promise, procurcment, or agreement as
mentioned above to or for any person, in order to
induce such person to procure, or endeavour to pro-
cure, the return of any person as an elected member of
the House of Assembly, or the vote of any elector at any
election;

every person who, upon or in consequence of any such
gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement, or agreement,
procures or engages, promises or endeavours to pro-
cure the return of any person as an elected member of
the House of Assembly or the vote of any elector at any
election;

every person who advances or pays, or causes to be
paid any money to or to the use of any other person,
with the intent that the money, or any part thereof, shall
be expended in bribery at any election, or who know-
ingly pays or causes t0 be paid, any money to any
personin discharge or repayment of any money wholly
or in part expended in bribery at any such election;

every elector who, before or during any election, di-
rectly or md1rect1y, by hlmself or by any other person
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receives any money of valuable consideration on ac-
count of any person having voted or refrained from
voting, or having induced any other person to vote or
refrain from voting at any such election.

56. The following persons shall be deemed guilty of treating within
the meaning of this Act:

{a) every person who corruptly, by himself or by any other
person, either before, during, or after an election, di-
rectly or indirectly, gives, or provides or pays wholly
or in part the expenses of giving or providing any food,
drink, entertainment, or provision to or for any person
for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person, or
any other person, to vote or to refrain from voting at the
election, or on account of that person or any other
person having voted or refrained from voting at the
election;

(b) every voter who corruptly accepts or takes any such
food, drink, entertainment, or provision.

57. Every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or by any
other person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make use of any
force, violence, or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to inflict, by himself
or by any other person, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm,
or loss upon or against any person, in order to induce or compel that
personto vote or refrain from voting or on account of that person having
voted or refrained from voting at any eclection, or who by abduction,
duress, or any fraudulent contrivance, impedes or prevents the free
exercise of the franchise of any elector, or thereby compels, induces, or
prevails upon any elector either to give or refrain from giving his vote
at any election, is guilty of undue influence within the meaning of this
Act,

58. Every person who at an election applies for a ballot paper in the

name of another nercon, whether that name i< the name of a nereon
living or dead, or of a fictitious person, or who, having once voted at any

uilty of personation within the meaning of thic Act

59. Every person who is guilty of bribery, treating or undue influ-
ence under the provisions of this Act is liable on summary conviction
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counselling, or procuring the commission of the offence of personation
isliable, on conviction on indictment, to a fine of twenty-four thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for two years.

61. Every person who is convicted of bribery, treating, or undue
influence, or personation, or of aiding, counselling or procuring the
commission of the offence of personation shall (in addition to any other
punishment) be incapable during a period of seven years from the date
of conviction —

(a) of being registered as an elector, or voting at any
election of a member of the House of Assembly;

(b) of being elected a member of the House of Assembly or
if elected before his conviction, of retaining his seat as
such member.

62. (1) Every person who —

(a) votes, orinduces or procures any person to vote, at any
election, knowing that he or such other person is pro-
hibited by this Act or by any law, from voting at such
election;

(b) before or during an election knowingly publishes a
false statement of the withdrawal of a candidate at such
election for the purpose of promoting or procuring the
election of another candidate;

(c) between the date of notification by the Chief Elections
Officer of the issue by the President of a writ for
purposes of an election and the day after polling at such
election, whether in a general election or in a by-
election, acts in a disorderly manner with intent to
prevent the transaction of the business of a public
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tion of a candidate as a member to serve in the House
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is guilty of an illegal practice, and is liable on summary conviction to

a fine of five thousand dollars and is incapable, during a period of five
he d

Disqualification
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respect of ballot

paper.

{Z) Every person who hetween the date of notification by the
Chief Elections Officer of the issue by the President of a writ for
purposes of an election and the day after polling at such election,
whether in a general election or in a by-election, incites, combines or
inspires with others to act in a disorderly manner with intent to prevent
the transaction of the business of a public meeting called for the purpose
of promoting the election of a candidate as a member to serve in the
House of Assembly, is guilty of an illegal practice and is liable, on
conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for two years, and is
incapable, during a period of five years from the date of conviction, of
being registered as an elector or voting at any election.

(3) Any person who, before or during any election, for the
purpose of effecting the return of any candidate at the election, makes
or publishes any false statement of fact in relation to the personal
character or conduct of any candidate is guilty of anillegal practice and
is liable on summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars.

63. Every person who —

(a) forges or counterfeits, or fraudulently defaces or de-
stroys, any ballot paper;

(b) without due authority supplies a ballot paper to any
person;

(c) fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other
than the ballot paper which he is authorised by law to
put in;

(d) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot
paper;
(e) without due authority destroys, takes, opens, or other-

wise interferes with any ballot box or packet of ballot
papers then in use for the purposes of any election; or

(f) not being duly registered as an elector, votes at an
election,
is liable on summary conviction, if he is a returning officer, presiding

dollars or to imprisonment for one year and, if he is any other person,
to a fine of three thousand dollars or to imprisonment for six months.
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properiy in ihe ballot boxes, ballot papers, or things may be stated to be
in the returning officer at the election.

64. (1) Every officer, clerk and agent in attendance at a polling
station shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting
in the station, and shall not communicate, except for some purpose
authorised by law before the poll is closed, to any person any informa-
tion as to the name or number on the list of electors of any elector who
has or has not applied for a ballot paper or voted at that station, and no
person shall interfere with or attempt to interfere with an elector when
marking his vote or otherwise attempt to obtain in the polling station
any information as to the candidate for whom any elector in the station
is about to vote or has voted.

(2) Every officer, clerk and agent in attendance at the counting
of the votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the
voting and shall not attempt to communicate any information obtained
at the counting as to the candidate or candidates for whom any vote is
given in any particular ballot paper.

(3) No person shall, directly or indirectly, induce any voter to
display his ballot paper after he has marked it so as to make known to
any person the name of the candidate or candidates for whom or against
whose name he has so marked his vote.

(4) Every person who acts in contravention of any of the
provisions of this section is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of
three thousand doliars.

PART VI
ELECTION PETITIONS

65. A petition complaining of an undue return or undue election of
a member of the House of Assembly, in this Act called an election
petition, may be presented to the High Court by any one or more of the
following persons:

(a) some person who voted or had a right to vote at the
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at the election;

lleging himgelf to have heen a candidate

Infringement of
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disputed
elections.
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netition shail he tried hefore the High Court in
the same manner as a suit commenced by a writ of summons. At the
conclusion of the trial, the Judge shall determine whether the member
of the House of Assembly whose return or election is complained of or
any and what other person was duly returned or elected, or whether the
election was void, and shall certify the determination to the President
and, upon the certificate being given, the determination shall be final;
and the return shall be confirmed or altered, or a writ for a new election
shall be issued, as the case may require, in accordance with the
determination.

66. Everv electiont

67. Atthe trial of an election petition the Judge shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act or of any Proclamation to be made by the
President, have the same powers, jurisdiction and authority, and wit-
nesses shall be subpoenaed and sworn in the same manner as nearly as
circumstances will admit, asin a trial of a civil action in the High Court,
and shall be subject to the same penalties for perjury.

68. (1)The following provisions shall apply with respect to the
presentation of an election petition:

(a) the petition shall be presented within twenty-one days
after the return made by the returning officer of the
member to whose election the petition relates, unless it
concerns an allegation of corrupt practices upon the
making of the return of election and specifically alleges
a payment of money or other reward to have been made
by any member, or on his account, or with his privity,
since the time of the return, in pursuance or in further-
ance of the corrupt practices, in which case the petition
may be presented at any time within twenty-eight days
after the date of the payment;

(b) at the time of the presentation of the petition or within
three days afterwards, security for the payment of all
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(i) to any person summoned as a witness on his
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(ii) to the member whose election or return is com-
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(c) the security shall be an amount not exceeding twelve
hundred dollars and shall be given by recognizance to
be entered into by any number of sureties not exceeding
four approved by the Registrar of the High Court, or by
deposit of money in the High Court, or partly in one
way and partly in the other.

(2) Rules, not inconsistent with the provisions of the this Act
or any law, as to the deposit of security and the practice and procedure
for the service and hearing of election petitions and matters incidental
thereto, may be made by the Chief Justice.

PART VII
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

69. No person who has voted at an election shall, in any legal
proceedings to question the election or return, be required to state for
whom he voted.

70. At any election a person shall not be entitled to vote unless his
name is on the list of electors for the time being in force by virtue of this
Act, and every person whose name is on the list of electors shall, subject
to the provisions of this Act, be entitled to demand and receive a ballot
paper and to vote; but nothing in this section shall entitle any person to
vote who is prohibited from voting by any Act, or relieve that person
from any penalties to which he may be liable for voting.

71. A candidate may himself undertake the duties which any agent
of his if appointed might have undertaken, or may assist his agent in
the performance of such duties and may, subject to the provisions of
this Act, be present at any place at which his agent may, in pursuance
of this Act, attend, except when an open vote is being cast.

72. The name and address of the agent of a candidate appointed to
.:f.fi._‘.‘l s £l mmcimtlon A€ tlaa sinban ohall ha teanamittad tn tha
returning officer one clear day at the least before the opening of the poll;
and the returning officer may refuse to admit to the piace where ihe

votes are counted any agent whose name and address has not been so
itted, notwithstanding that his appointment may be otherwise

No obligation on
voter to disclose
vote.

Conclusiveness
of list of electors.
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act in person.

l‘ldlnc and
address of agent
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73. Where in this Act any expressions are used requiring or author-
ising or inferring that any act or thing is to be done in the presence of
the agents of the candidates, such expressions shall be deemed to refer
to the presence of the agents of the candidates as may be authorised to
attend, and as have in fact attended, at the time and place where the act
or thing is being done, and the non-attendance of any agents or agent at
such time and place shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done,
in anywise invalidate the act or thing done.

74. The Commission may make Regulations generally for giving
effect to the provisions of this Act and without prejudice to such general
power may make Regulations —

(a) prescribing the remuneration and travelling allowances
to be paid to election officers;

(b) prescribing the duties of the returning officers and the
procedure to be followed in the performance of those
duties;

(c) prescribing the symbols to be used on every ballot

paper and the mode of allocation of such symbols to
candidates;

(d) adding to, rescinding, varying or amending any of the
forms contained in the Schedule;

(e) prescribing the number of copies of the lists of electors
to be printed and the persons to whom and the terms
upon which such lists shall be distributed;

(f) prescribing the period during which every employer
shall permit his employees to be absent from work for
the purpose of recording their votes;

(g) prescribing the charges for certified copies of any

documents referred to in this Act;
(h) prescribing penalties for the breach of any of the regu-

11T

JELY RERQNAL AMUACULIICE,
TR All pvnancac nranarlu inmnrrad ko and all samamasatines and

traveiling alilowances payabie to, election officers shall be defrayed out

01 geiicrai revenue.

76. (1) Inreckoning time for the purposes of this Act, Sunday shall

ua NS Ao Rt iy ndihas sariiien ATl Adarr Ableil e acc R da A
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{2) Where anvihing reauired by this Act or anv Ruies ihercun-
der to be done on any day falls to be done on a Sunday or any such
excluded day, that thing may be done on the next day not being one of
such excluded days.

77. (1) No elector who has refused to take any oath or affirmation
Or to answer any question, as required by this Act, shall receive a ballot
paper or be admitted to vote or be again admitted to the polling station.

(2) Whenever the presiding officer does not understand the
language spoken by any elector, he shall appoint and swear an inter-
preter who shall be the means of communication between him and the
elector with reference to all matters required to enable such elector to
vote, and in case no interpreter is found, such elector shall not be
allowed to vote.

SCHEDULE

FORM 1
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(Section 12)

WRIT OF ELECTION
by His Excellency the President of Dominica.

TO THE RETURNING OFFICER
OF THE CONSTITUENCY.

WHEREAS by section 12 of the House of Assembly (Elections) Act,
itis provided that for the purposes of every general election of members of the
House of Assembly, and for the purposes of the election of members to fill
vacancies caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, the President shall issue
writs under the public seal of the State, addressed to the returning officers of

thn wmnovmnticin Anmatitirnamaian fae el /\‘-u mnrmbhnaen arn ta ha rate mar‘
LGl TOS Ut v COUNGLLUOHTICS 101 Wit MIvinovi s Wiy vU UV 1w

*AND WHERRKRAS T think it exnedient that write chanid be icened for
the election of members to serve in the House of Assembly:

** AND WHEREAS the seat of the elected member for the con-
stituency has become vacant in consequence of

Refusal of
elector to take
oath or affirma-
tion or answer
questions.
Interpreters.

T RN 1/1007
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NOW. THERFRORK. T

Presidentas aforesaid, do hereby require that, notice of the time and place fixed
for the nomination of candidates having been first duly given as required b

law,youdoonthe ......... dayof ........ S, ;1 SR in
the said constituency, cause election to be made according to law of a member
to servein the House of Assembly of the State for the said constituency and that,
if necessary, you do cause a poll to be taken on the........... day of
....................... 19....... and that you do cause the name of the member when so
elected to be certified to me not later than

Given under my hand and the seal of the State this ........... day
Of e ,19....

FORM 2

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB. LEG. CH. 2:03)

(Rules 8,13 and 48)

CERTIFICATEOF ENUMERATOR

L

enumerator for polling district No........... Of the ... cereeennnes
.................. constituency, certify that the above is a true copy of the
preliminary list for the said polling district.

Dated this.......... day of ... 19........

......................................
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|

ORRA 2
PURN S

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB.LEG. CH. 2:03)
(Rules 8, 13 and 48)

OATH OF ENUMERATOR UPON COMPLETION OF HIS WORK

RO the undersigned enumerator appointed to
prepare the preliminary list of electors for polling district No. ........ of the
.................................... constituency, do solemnly swear that it contains as

complete and as correct a list of the qualified electors as I have been able to
prepare for the above-mentioned polling district, and that I have performed all
my duties according to all instructions, rules and regulations.

SO HELP ME GOD.
Sworn beforeme at .......ccocecciviinennenn
this ......... dayof ....ccceomnnnnnne 19.....
Registration Officer. Enumerator.

FORM 4

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB. LEG. CH. 2:03)

(Rules 27 and 48)

REVISIONNOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that -

(a) the boundaries of polling district NO.....c.cceouurnne of the
................................................. constituency are as follows:

(b) the preliminary list of qualified persons for the above polling
district will be revised on the ... day of ............

-c s ~Atalaal.

omitted from or ir 1ncorrectly statcd in the prehmmary 11st may glve nouee in
writing in Form 3 in the Schedule to the Registration of Electors Regulations

{Suh. e Ch. 20N tothe 1officerat . mnl—mﬂnc

(=N

L.R.O. 1/199]
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ar arcnnatinn ke incartad fn tha Tiot Ar that s 4 Wiy relaiing
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thereto be corrected, as the case may be;

(d) any qualified person whose name appears in more than one
preliminary list is hereby required to give notice in writing in Form 5 in the
Schedule to the House of Assembly (Elections) Act (Ch. 2:01) to the registra-
tion officerat

....................................................................................................

(i) electing for which polling district he desires to be registered;
and

(ii) specifying the other polling districts in the preliminary lists
for which his name appears; and

(iii) requiring the registration officer to cause his name to be
deleted from such other preliminary lists;

(e) any qualified person whose name appears in the preliminary list
may givenotice in writing in Form 4 in the Schedule to Registration of Electors
Regulations (Sub. Leg. Ch. 2:03) to the registration officer at ............vvveuenne
objecting to the inclusion in the list of any other person on the ground that that
other person is not a qualified person;

() thelastday for giving the notices referred to in paragraphs(c), (d)
or (e) will be the ........ day of ..covevvevvneinnen ,19 ...

(g) copies of the Forms mentioned above may be obtained from any
head teacher or at any police station.

DAL covviiiiiiiiiiiiee et eeee e st enens
Registration Officer.
FORM 5
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB. LEG. CH. 2:03)
(RULE48)
NOTICE OF RESIDENCE
TAKENOTICRthat T
OF et eteee et sesseesesp et sesetsesesenerssserenrasanen
Address Occupation
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of the ..cceevriiriianns constituency do hereby elect to be registered for pollmg
district NO ....coevvreneee Of the uevevveecenceereccenaen, constituency.
Dated at .....c.coevevvrvernenene this ........... day Of....ccvecrrrererereianreneenennns , 19
Signature of Elector.
(Reverse side of form)
ON STATE SERVICE
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB. LEG. CH. 2:03)
NOTICE OF RESIDENCE

To the registration officer for the .........cccvvvvreervrennne constituency at

FORM 6

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS REGULATIONS
(SUB. LEG. CH. 2:03)
(RULE 48)

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OFFICER

L, , registration officer for the
............................... constituency, certify that the above is a true copy of the
finally revised list for the said constituency.

Dated this ............. day of oo, 19
Registration Officer

r DS 1INt
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TNDRA 7

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(Section 6)

OATH OF RETURNING OFFICER

L e , having been appointed returning officer
for the ..ccevevrecrereeerreserreeennes constituency, do swear that I will faithfully
perform all the duties of such returning officer in accordance with the provi-
sions of the House of Assembly (Elections) Act, and of any rules made
thereunder to the best of my ability.

Swom before me
Returning Officer
Justice of the Peace
(as the case may be.)
Date ....oveeeeieerierrnrnenannnne

FORM 8

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT CH. 2:01
(SECTIONT7)

APPOINTMENT AND OATH OF ELECTION CLERK

APPOINTMENT

Take notice that I hereby appoint you to be election clerk for the
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OATH OF ELECTION CLERK

L e the undersigned, having been appointed elec-
tion clerk for the .......ccccvevinveeeveenen, constituency, do swear that I will act
faithfully in the capacity of election clerk and also of that of returning officer,
if required to act as such in accordance with the provisions of the House of
Assembly (Elections) Act, and of any rules made thereunder, without partial-
ity, fear, favour, or affection to the best of my ability.

Election Clerk
Sworn before me this ............ day of....cccccvvinnnnnnn ,19...
Justice of the Peace
(as the case may be)
FORM 9

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION9)

OATH OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Lo the undersigned, appointed presiding officer
for polling station No......... of the w.ceevevverecennnae constituency, swear that I will
act faithfully in my said capacity of presiding officer, according to law, without
partiality, fear, favour or affection, and that I will keep secret the names of the
candidates for whom any of the voters in the above-mentioned polling station
marks his ballot paper in my presence at this election.

SO HELP ME GOD.

Sworn before me at ................ thiS eeeeeeeeeene dayof oo ,19 ...

Returning Officer
(as the case may be)

L.R.O. 111995



54 Chap. 2:01 House of Assembly (Elections)
FORM 10
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 10)
OATH OF POLL CLERK
| RO UROPOTO the undersigned, appointed as poll clerk for the
polling station No...... of the .....c.ccvevervvvrnenns constituency, swear that Iwill act

[17/1990].

faithfully in my capacity of poll clerk and also in that of presiding officer if
required to act as such, according to law, without partiality, fear, favour, or
affection, and that I will keep secret the names of the candidates for whom any
of the voters in the above-mentioned polling station marks his ballot paper in
my presence at this election.

SO HELP ME GOD.

Sworn before me at ................... this ......... day of ..o, ,19 ...

Presiding Officer
(as the case may be)

FORM 11

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTION 13)
NOTICEOFELECTIONOFAMEMBEROFTHE.................... CONSTITUENCY
Hic Bvrallanny tha Dracidant havine ieauad hinweit fartha alantinn of

a member of the House of Assembly for the

constituency, the

ICidriing Ciiilét Oi in §84iG COnsuiulnly wiii O ic ... aay oi

e
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Forms of nomination papers may be obtained at the office of

Every nomination paper must be signed by any six or more electors
qualified to vote in the. ................. constituency and be handed to the returning
officer between the said hours of nine a.m. and four p.m.

No nomination paper shall be valid or acted upon by the returning
officer unless it is accompanied by —

(a) the consent in writing of the person therein nominated; and
(b) adeposit of five hundred dollars in cash.

In the event of an election being contested the poll will take place
between the hours of seven a.m. and five p.m. on ................... and the
preliminary counting of votes will take place immediately thereafter at the
respective polling stations and the final counting of votes will take place at
........................ 0N ..ooeevenenennen.... at the hour of ......... and at such places as
may hereafter be appointed.

The house or office of the returning officer for the ..........ccvueveeenee.
CONSULUENCY 18 SILUALE AL v..eeveevrrerrereeirrrersrerseeereeersseesesssesessesernssssasassssessesans

Returning Officer for the ................ constituency
DaALC uiiciirresvvenccciee e e st
FORM 12
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 15)
House of Assembly for the said................... constituency and we certify that to

the best of our belief he is qualified for election as a member of the House of

L.K.O. 111995
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I [ [
[ Othor Mamc b Addmss
I
Signature
L
L e nominated in the foregoing nomination
paper hereby consent to such nomination as candidate forelectionasamember
of the House of Assembly for the .........cccceeeeeee. constituency and name as my

address for serving of process and papers under the House of Assembly
(Elections) Act —

AQAIESS ..o e sresres s st e e e e sre e e e ssssss e s re e es et et s e e eranesseaneas
Witness my hand this .......... day Of ..o e ,19 ...
Signed by the said nominee in the presence of ........covevevevevirrecresseerenreneene

Signature of Witness Signature of Candidate
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 15)

STATUTORY DECLARATION OF A PERSON NOMINATED AS A CANDI-
DATE FOR ELECTION AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Qualification of .......cccceevviiiiinnins (o) SN in the
............................... Of ...ceevrvereverennenene.. NOMinated as a candidate for election
as a member of the House of Assembly for the ............coueene. constituency.

Lo Of e inthe ............. 0] SO do

solemnly and sincerely declare as follows:

That I am duly qualified to be elected as a member of the House of
Assembly for this constituency and that —

1. I'am a citizen of Dominica of the age of eighteen years* over the age
of eighteen years.*

2. Thaveresided in the State for a period of twelve months immediately
before the date of my nomination for election.

* T am domiciled in the State and was resident therein at the date of my
nomination for election.

3. I am able to speak and read the English language with a degree of
proficiency sufficient to enable me to take an active part in the proceedings of
the House of Assembly.

*] am able to speak the English language with a degree of proficiency
sufficient to enable me to take an active part in the proceedings of the House
of Assembly, but am incapable onaccountof
of reading it.

4. I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign Power or State.

5. Idonothold nor am [ acting in any office of emolument in the service
of the State.

6. I am not a minister of religion.

7. 1am not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part

&. Tam not a narty to or a nartner in anv firm or a director or manager of
any company which is a party to any contract with the State for or on account
of the public service.

L.R.O. 171991
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0

I am a party i0 */a pariner in a firm */a director of a company */a
manager of a company* which is party to a contract with the State for or on
account of the public service and have published in the English language in the
Gazette and in a newspaper circulating in the constituency a notice setting out
the nature of such contract and */my interest, *the interest of my firm */
company therein.

9. Iam not a person adjudged to be of unsound mind nor detained as a
person found guilty but insane of a criminal offence under any law in force in
the State.

10. Thavenotbeen sentenced by a Courtin any part of the Commonwealth
to death or to imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a term exceeding
twelve months.

*I have been sentenced by a Court in ........cccveeeenne a part of the
Commonwealth, to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve months and
have suffered the punishment to which I was sentenced.

*I have been sentenced by a Court in ....ceevvevereenenne a part of the
Commonwealth, to death, and have suffered the punishment substituted
therefor by competent authority.

*I have been sentenced by a Court in ......ccccevvevrenenne. a part of the
Commonwealth, to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve months and did
not suffer the punishment to which I was sentenced, but have suffered the
punishment substituted therefor by competent authority.

*I have been sentenced by a COUrt in ........cocovveunene. a part of the
Commonwealth, to death */to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve
months */but was granted a free pardon.

11. Iamnotdisqualified for membership of the House of Assembly by any
law in force in the State relating to offences connected with elections.

I' make this declaration conscientiously, believing the same to be true
and according to the Statutory Declarations Act, Ch. 5:53 and I am aware that
if there is any statement in this declaration which is false in fact which I know
or believe to be false or do not believe to be true 1 am liable to fine and
imprisonment.

P N PR 1 v
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 15)

STATUTORY DECLARATION OF AGENT OF A PERSON
NOMINATED AS A CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION AS
A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Qualification of ......ccccecvnvnivierrinnnne. Of vovvrrreeirireieen, in the
............................... Of .oceeeveereerererenenn...... NOminated as a candidate for elec-
tion as a member of the House of Assembly for the .................. constituency.

) o] TR inthe............. o) do

That .....coovervirnnn is duly qualified to be elected as a member of the
House of Assembly for this constituency, and that -

1. Heisa citizen of Dominica of the age of eighteen years* over the age
of eighteen years. *

2. He hasresided in the State for a period of twelve months immediately
before the date of his nomination for election.

* He is domiciled in the State and was resident therein at the date of his
nomination for election.

3. He is able to speak and read the English language with a degree of
proficiency sufficient to enable him to take an active part in the proceedings of
the House of Assembly.

*He is able to speak the English language with a degree of proficiency
sufficient to enable him to take an active part in the proceedings of the House
of Assembly, butisincapable 0naccountof .............eceveeerrrrermreesscencsirerieeseeseaee
of reading it.

4. He is not, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign Power or State.

5. He does not hold or is he acting in any office of emolument under the
State.

6. He is not a minister of religion.

of the Commonwealth.

8. Heisnotaparty to or a partner in any firm or a director or manager of

L.R.O. 111991
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of the public service.

*He is a party to */a partner in a firm */a director of a company */a
manager of a company* which is party to a contract with the State for or on
account of the public service and has published in the English language in the
Gazette and in a newspaper circulating in the constituency a notice setting out
the nature of such contract and */his interest, *the interest of his firm */
company therein.

9. He is not a person adjudged to be of unsound mind nor detained as a
person found guilty but insane of a criminal offence under any law in force in
the State.

10. Hehasnotbeensentenced by aCourtinany part of the Commonwealth
to death or to imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a term exceeding
twelve months,

*He has been sentenced by a Court in ........cceeueeee. a part of the
Commonwealth, to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve months and has
suffered the punishment to which he was sentenced.

*He has been sentenced by a Court in ......cccoevvcvennene a part of the
Commonwealth, todeath, and has suffered the punishment substituted therefor
by competent authority.

*He has been sentenced by a Court in .......cceevvrnenne. a part of the
Commonwealth, to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve months and did
not suffer the punishment to which he was sentenced, but has suffered the
punishment substituted therefor by competent authority.

*He hasbeen sentenced by a Courtin........cceeeeeenene. apart of the Com-
monwealth, to death */to imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve months */
but was granted a free pardon.

11. He is not disqualified for membership of the House of Assembly by
any law in force in the State relating to offences connected with elections.

I'make this declaration conscientiously, believing the same to be true
and according to the Statutory Declarations Act, Ch. 5:53 and I am aware that
if there is any statement in this declaration which is false in fact which I know
or believe to be false or do not believe to he true. T am liable to fine and
imprisonment.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTION 17)
RETURN OF UNCONTESTED ELECTION

To: Chief Elections Officer.

Ihereby certify thatthe member elected forthe ........covveeverevrenrcrinnnennes
constituency in  pursuance of the within writ is

(Insert name, address and occupation of member)

no other candidate having been nominated.

Returning Officer.

FORM 16

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTION 18)
NOTICE OF GRANT OF A POLL

The e, constituency.

NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of the constituency aforesaid
that a poll has been granted for the election now pending for the said
constituency and that such poll will be opened on the .................. day of
......................... ,19 .......atthe hour of seven in the forenoon and kept open till
the hour of five in the afternoon in the followmg pollmg stations estabhshed

PIY E " - R L LN

i 10 VATIOUS poiiing isiicid Comprised i ih 3aid Constiiudng
r O Y J

Polling ctatinng:

T RO 1/1007
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AT LINAL e CaNdidaics in e above CONSLILILENCY are as ioiiows
Candidates

and that the number of votes given to the several candidates will be counted

Al e COMMENCING AL ...vvevreerrienned o’clock on the .............

day of .....ccevvvrneee of which all persons are hereby required to take notice

and govern themselves accordingly.

Givenundermy hand at....................... this ........ dayof .....coveverenienas J19..
Returning Officer.

FORM 17
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 20)

RETURN WHERE CANDIDATES WITHDRAW OR DIE

To: Chief Elections Officer.

I hereby certify that the member elected for the ........cccvvvernenene
constituency in  pursuance of the within  writ is

....................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

(as stated on the nomination paper)

the other or all other candidates having withdrawn or died.

Dated at .....ccceveeevveeennens 111V TS day Of ..coveveenrrereennne i9........

Returning Officer.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 21)

BALLOT PAPER

No. 6700 GENERALELECTION.......ccccnnmiimmmninmmmmnsenensesnacens

No. 6700 | o constituency

Voter's number onroll. ....vvveeecrecrceecnninsenssensinniennn

Polling Day ......... SPACE FOR INITIAL OF P.O.

DO NOT FOLD BEYOND THIS LINE

1. BISHOP, CONRAD D. Symbol
Queen Mary Street,
Planter. (Hammer)
2.O’NEALE,FRANCES. Symbol
Pottersville,
Mechanic. (Ship)
3. ROBINSON, GEORGE. Symbol
New Town,
Merchant. (Hand)
FORM 19

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(DEL1IUN £3)

DIRECTIONS TO ELECTORS

T PN 1/1001
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The elecior will g0 inic onc of ihe b\lﬂﬁﬁl‘l’jﬁﬁﬂ[ﬂ and with a biack iead

pencil there provided place a cross within the white space containing the name
of the candidate for whom he votes, thus X.

The elector shall then fold the ballot paper so that the initials of the
presiding officer and the number of the counterfoil can be seen and the
counterfoil detached without opening the ballot paper; he shall then return the
ballot paper so folded to the presiding officer who shall in full view of those
present, including the elector, remove the counterfoil and place the ballot paper
in the ballot box. The elector shall then forthwith quit the polling station.

If an elector inadvertently spoils a ballot paper he may return it to the
presiding officer who on being satisfied of the fact will give him another.

If an elector votes for more than one candidate or places any mark on
the ballot paper by which he can afterwards be identified, his vote will be void
and will not be counted.

In the following form of ballot paper given for illustration the candi-
dates are Conrad D. Bishop, Frances O’Neale, and George Robinson, and the
elector has marked his ballot paper in favour of Frances O’Neale.

GENERALELECTION........cccecoereuririrenennennrens

...................................... constituency

Voter’s number onroll. .....................

Polling Day: Space for initials of P.O.

DO NOT FOLD BEYOND THIS LINE

1. BISHOP, CONRAD D. Symbol
Queen Mary Street,
PLANTER.
2.0 NEALE FRANCES Symbol X
Mechanic.

’) T)f\DYKT(‘I\\T ﬁrr\n ﬁ!“

[}

New Town,
Merchant.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTIONS 33 AND 40)

L, nominated to serve as amember of the House of
Assembly for the ............. constituency, do hereby appoint ..........c.ceeveee
whose address is ........ccoveeiiiieennnnnl, and whose occupation is
...................................... as my agent*for the purposes of the proceedings at
polling station No.........ccccevcereverrerennnned **(to attend the preliminary and final

count of votes by the returning officer.)

Candidate.

FORM 22

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 36)

OATH OFIDENTITY OF AN ELECTOR RECEIVING A BALLOT PAPER
AFTER ANOTHER HAS VOTED IN HIS NAME

YOUu SWEAr that YOU I ......ccueveveeimerseeeeesesisemessesisrsssssscssssssasesneses

(Address as on list of electors)

whose name is entered on the list of electors now shown vou.

SO HELP YOU GOD.

*For agent at polling station.

FEHAr aoeni ai fha nraitminneg and final cnranes
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FORM 23
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTION 36)
OATH OF INCAPACITATED ELECTOR

You swear that you are incapable of voting without assistance by
reason of physical incapacity.

SO HELP YOU GOD.
FORM 24
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 36)
OATH OF BLIND ELECTOR
YOU oot Of eieerrciierieeens swear that you are

incapable of voting without assistance by reason of your inability to see.

SO HELP YOU GOD.
FORM 25
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 36)

OATH OF FRIEND OF INCAPACITATED ELECTOR

1. You swear that you will keep secret the name of the candidate for
whom you mark the ballot paper of the physically incapacitated elector on
whose behalf you act.

2. That you are aqualified person under section 36(4) of the Act to assist
a nhugirally incananitatad alantar

3. That yon have not already acted as the companion of a physically

incapacitated elector forthe purposé of marking his ballot paper at this election.

T RO 1/]1007
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 36)

OATH OF FRIEND OF BLIND ELECTOR

1. You swear that you will keep secret the name of the candidate for
whom you mark the ballot paper of the physically incapacitated elector on
whose behalf you act.

2. That you have not already acted as the friend of a blind elector for the
purpose of marking his ballot paper at this election.

SO HELP YOU GOD.

FORM 26

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 37)

OATH THAT THE ELECTOR IS THE PERSON INTENDED TO BE REFERRED
TO IN THE LIST OF ELECTORS

You swear that you are qualified to vote at this election of a member

to serve in the House of Assembly and are not disqualified from voting thereat
“and that you verily believe that you are the person intended to be referred to by
the entry in the list of electors used at this polling station, of the name

V/FIOIQES MO RITIAIEIN BY O IFTVEFT aw
.................................................. WHUOV UbLUupalivii 1o givvi Ao

SO HELP YOU GOD.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 37)
OATH OF QUALIFICATION

You swear
1. Thatyouarea citizen of the Dominica of the full age of eighteen years.

2. Thatyouhave resided in the State for aperiod of at least twelve months
immediately prior to the date of your registration as an elector.

3. That youare domiciledin the State and were residentin the State atthe
date of your registration as an elector.

4. That you have resided in the .........cccocevevvveveenenne constituency for a
period of at least six months prior to the date of your registration as an elector.

5. That you are not within any of the classes of persons who lack
qualification or are disqualified by reason of crime or mental incapacity.

6. That you are not disqualified by any law in force in the State relating
to offences connected with elections.

7. That you are not the returning officer for this constituency.

SO HELP YOU GOD.
Note. - Paragraph 3 is alternative to paragraph 2.
FORM 28
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 38)

OATH OF AGENT OF A CANDIDATE

SRR OO OO the undersigned, agentfor........cccccoevevcereernnees
one of the candidates at the election of amember of the House of Assembly held
on thisdavinthe .. constitnency . do ewear that T will keen secret

the names of the candidates for whom any elector voting at this polling station

LR.O. 1/1991
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Returning Officer forthe .........ccecevvvevenrcrecnnenenecssesennnens constituency
or
Justice of the Peace
or
Presiding Officer for polling district No. ........
Of the c.evvveerereereceeeecrireene constituency.
FORM 29

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 39)

OATH OF PRESIDING OFFICER AFTER CLOSING OF THE POLL

L the undersigned, presiding officer for poll-
ing station No........... Of the ..o constituency, do swear that to
the best of my knowledge and belief this poll book kept for the said polling
station under my direction has been so kept correctly and that the total number
of votes recorded therein is ............ and that it contains a true and exact record
of the votes given at the said polling station as the said votes were taken thereat;
that I have faithfully performed all duties required of me by law.

Presiding Officer.

(or as the case may be.)
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 39)

OATH OF POLL CLERK AFTER CLOSING THE POLL

L e the undersigned, poll clerk for polling
station NO. ....c.ceuvuvn.e. of the.....ccovevereenene constituency, do swear that this poll
book for the said polling station kept under the direction of ........c.coeerverenncnnne.
who has acted as presiding officer thereat has been so kept by me under his
direction as aforesaid correctly and to the best of my skill and judgment; that
the total number of votes recorded therein is .......cocovevvevenenene and that to the
best of my knowledge and belief it contains a true and exact record of the votes
given at the above-mentioned polling station as the said votes were taken
thereat by the said presiding officer and that I have faithfully performed all
other duties as a poll clerk according to law.

Sworn before me at ................. this ......... day of ceecvereverrerinererecnne ,19 ...

Presiding Officer
(as the case may be.)

L.R.O. 1/1991
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)

(SECTION 39)

STATEMENT OF THE POLL AFTER COUNTING THE BALLOTS

Constituency.

Polling station No.............

Number of ballot papers received
from the returning officer

Number of ballot papers cast for
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

Number of *rejected ballot papers

do

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do

Total number of ballot papers

found in box ....

Number of unused ballot papers
undetached from the books ....

Number of fspoiled ballot papers ...

Total ....

*A rejected ballot paper means a ballot paper which has been handed by the
presiding officer to an elector tocast his vote but which at the close of the poll, has been
found in the ballot box unmarked or so improperly marked that it cannot be counted.

A spoiled ballot paper means a ballot paper which, on polling day, has not
been deposited in the ballot box, but has been found by the presiding officer to be soiled
or improperly printed or which has been handed by the presiding officer to an elector
to cast his vote, and (a) has been spoiled in marking by the elector, and (b) has been

handed back to the presiding officer and exchanged for another.
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(SECTION 39)
OATH OF MESSENGER SENT TO COLLECT BALLOT BOXES

L e, messenger appointed by ......cccoveeennae re-
turning officer forthe .......oceeeeervreenveccns constituency do swear that the several
boxes to the number of .................. which were used at polling stations Nos
........................ of this constituency on polling day now delivered by me to
.......................... were handed to me by ................. that they have not been
opened by me or any other person and that they are in the same state as they
were in when they came into my possession.

Signature.
Sworn before me at .......ccccoeeevvenne. this ....ccceeeeenes day of
................................ 219 .
Returning Officer.
(as the case may be.)
FORM 33
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) ACT (CH. 2:01)
(SECTION 44)

RETURN AFTER POLL HAS BEEN TAKEN

I hereby certify that the member elected for the ........ccccccviinene
constituency in pursuance of the within writ as having received the majority of
votes lawfully given is

Dated ai __.thig

Returning Officer.

LRO 1/199]



74 Chap. 2:01 House of Assembly (Elections)

[Subsidiary] House of Assembly (Elections) Regulations

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) REGULATIONS

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

REGULATION
1. Shorttitle.
2. Rates of pay and travelling allowances.
3. Duties of returning officer.
4. Symbols for ballot papers.
5. Number of copies of lists to be printed.
6. Time off to be allowed employee to vote.
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House of Assembly (Elections) Regulations [Subsidiary]
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) REGULATIONS ?20//119955;
made under section 74 ?5/(1,?61890]_
[20th August 1951] Commencement.
1. These Regulations may be cited as the - Short title.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELECTIONS) REGULATIONS.

2. (1) Election officers shall be paid such sums for their services
in connection with an election as may be approved by Parliament.

(2) The Chief Elections Officer, the returning officer and the
clection clerk shall be paid travelling and subsistence allowances at the
rate prescribed for public officers by the Travelling Allowances Regu-
lations in force.

(3) There shall be paid to such other election officers, or to any
other person whose services may be engaged by the Chief Elections
Officerin connection with an election, such travelling allowances as the
Chief Elections Officer may consider appropriate.

3. (1) Upon his being appointed, the returning officer shall take
and subscribe to the oath set out as Form 7 in the Schedule to the Act,
and transmit the oath to the Chief Elections Officer.

(2) He shall receive and study carefully the instruction books to
returning officers, presiding officers and poll clerks (Books C and D)
and the Act.

(3) He shall receive and check th
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make ﬁnal selecuon of polling stations subject to the approval of the
Chief Elections Officer.

vvvvv

Rates of pay and
travelling
allowances.

[12 of 1990].

Sub. Leg.

Ch. 23:09.

Duties of
retuming officer.
{12 of 1990].
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[Subsidiary]

House of Assembly (Elections) Regulations

nreciding officer for each noiling
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(7) He shall send one form of the nomination paper and one form
of the statutory declarations to every prospective candidate.

(8) He shall attend at the place fixed for nomination from 9:00
a.m. t04:00 p.m. on nomination day; receive the nomination papers and
statutory declarations of the candidates with the requisite deposits;issue
receipt certificates; supply forms to candidates for the appointment of
agents; lodge deposits in the Treasury or Sub-Treasury; and undertake
all other duties in connection with the nomination as directed by the
Chief Elections Officer.

(9) In cases where there is only one candidate nominated, he
shall despatch to the Chief Elections Officer the returns necessary.

(10) Where he is required to give notice for which no procedure
is laid down he shall give the notice by posting it up in a conspicuous
place outside of the polling stations and police stations within the
constituency or in such other manner as he thinks fit after consultation
with the Chief Elections Officer.

(11) He shall make all arrangements for and supervise the taking
of the poll on polling day, and have collected after the close of the poll
on polling day, the ballot boxes and the preliminary statements of the
poll.

(12) On the evening of polling day he shall prepare the prelimi-
nary compilation of the votes polled, and communicate the results as
soon as available to the Chief Elections Officer.

(13) He shall add up the votes on the day fixed for that purpose
by checking all the ballots cast for the candidates or which have been
rejected by the presiding officers.

(14) He shall check and certify accounts for the election clerk,
presiding officers, poll clerks, messengers or any other officers ap-
pointed to serve in the constituency for election purposes.
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House of Assembly (Elections) Regulations
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setting out —
(a) the day on which the writ was received and endorsed,;
(b) the day on which the election notices were distributed,

(c) the number of polling stations established in his con-
stituency;

(d) the nomination papers which were received and the
nominations which were rejected, together with the
causes for their rejection;

(e) the condition and number of ballot boxes and keys which
were received;

(f) the day or days on which the final addition of the votes
was or were done;

(g) the day on which the declaration of the candidates
“elected was made;

(h) the name of the police officerin whose custody the ballot
boxes were deposited;

(i) any matters of particular significance or intent relating
to the polling and the counting of the votes.

4. (1) There shall be printed upon every ballot paper opposite to the
name of each candidate, one of the symbols shown in the Appendix to
these Regulations which shall be allotted to each candidate in the
manner hereinafter provided.

(2) When the Chief Elections Officer is satisfied that a recog-
nized political party has applied to him for a party symbol, he shall
allocate one of the symbols numbered 1 to 6 inclusive in the Appendix
to these Regulations to such party and the official candidate or candi-
dates of such party, in each constituency, shall be entitled to have the
party symbol printed opposite his name.

{3 Inihe cace of the nther candidaies the Chief Flections Officer
shaii aiiocate one of e symoms numoered 7 {0 i0 1n the AppCIl(llX io
UICDC I\Céulau\)llb, LU babll ou\,u \,au\.uuau.,, UUL ul\a UlUbl Lll Wlu\/ll Luu

symbols are allocated shall correspond with the order in which the
names of the candidates, excluding official party candidates, appear on

rr\n hl\ - |I\r nnnan

[Subsidiary]

Symbols for
ballot papers.

L.R.O.1/1991
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[Subsidiary]

Time off to be
allowed
employee to
vote.

House of Assembly (Elections) Regulations
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of electors for each polling station shall be printed.

(2) All election officers shall be entitled to as many copies as
they require, and as are approved by the Chief Elections Officer.

(3) Every prospective candidate shall be entitled to one full set
of the lists of electors for his constituency free of cost.

(4) Subject to the distribution hereinbefore provided for, avail-
able lists of electors shall be sold to prospective candidates and to the
general public at the rate of three cents for the list of electors relating to
any polling district.

6. Every employer shall permit each elector in his employ to be
absent from his work on polling day for two hours in addition to the
normal mid-day meal hour.

APPENDIX
SYMBOLS TO BE USED ON BALLOT PAPER

KNIFE

HAT 10 %_ TREE

BOTTLE 1 BIRD

SHOE 13 GCTIgh CAR
’ g
SAW 14 &‘ SHIP

7 W cLock 15
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Necpliiil
8 \ FORK 16 v HEART



