INTERNATIONAL

INSTITUTE FOR
DEMOCRACY AND
ELECTORAL
ASSISTANCE

Call for
Applications|
Deadline:

15 March

Location: Pyin Oo Lwin
Date: 25 May— 2 June
2020

Constitution Academy
May 2020

The Myanmar Constitution Academy is a nine-day intensive course aimed at
giving participants an introduction to key constitutional principles in terms of
both constitutional design and constitution building processes. It offers
participants the opportunity to learn from leading international and local
Myanmar experts in the fields of comparative constitutional law, and the history
and development of constitutional law in Myanmar. The course focuses on the
role of constitution-building in conflict settings, and in diverse or multi-ethnic
countries, and the relevance of constitutional processes in managing conflicts.

Participants will gain a sophisticated appreciation for the core approaches to,
and concepts of, constitutional design. They will also have the opportunity to
apply this learning in practical exercises focused on issues directly relevant to
the Myanmar context.

The training will be delivered by International IDEA staff and expert advisers.

Course costs, travel, food and accommodation for successful applicants will be
covered by the organizers. The number of participants is limited to 25.
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To Apply

Applications must be
submitted via this link
http://bit.ly/2SCLL5A (OR)
via email to
my.constitution@idea.int
by 15 March 2020.

Applications must contain:
1. Curriculum Vitae

2. Completed application
form

Applications can be
submitted in either English
or Myanmar Language
(English is preferred but
not necessary).

Applicant must be a
Myanmar National.

Please note that applicants
must be able to commit to
participate for the full 9
days.

Only successful candidates
will be contacted and
notified by 30 March 2020.

Goals
Upon completion of the course, the participants will be able to:

e Demonstrate an advanced understanding of the principles and
processes of constitutional design;

e Engage in critical and constructive analysis of Myanmar’s 2008
Constitution in light of fundamental constitutional design principles
and comparative experience;

e Discuss and share core concepts of constitutional design and debate
their application to the case of Myanmar;

e Understand the role constitutions play in peace-building processes;

e Be active members of a network of individuals and organizations
capable of developing activities to promote constitutional culture in
Myanmar; and

e Implement individual action plans to promote constitutional culture
in Myanmar.

Participant Profile

Participants may include representatives of civil society organizations, research
institutes, political parties, academia, lawyers, journalists and other state or
non-state organizations engaged in constitutional issues in Myanmar.

Existing knowledge of Myanmar constitutional questions is desirable, as is the
willingness and interest to share the knowledge learned, and an interest in
participating in a network of future facilitators on constitutional issues. Some
experience as a trainer would be beneficial.

Participants will be selected with a view towards representativeness of the
group in terms of gender, ethnicity as well as diversity of professional
backgrounds.

Course Content and Training Methods

The training will encompass both knowledge and skills transfer. Comparative
constitutional design knowledge will be imparted by a faculty led by
International IDEA staff, and guest lecturers on specific topics. Participants will
be asked to apply and discuss comparative approaches in the Myanmar context
in detail. This will include dialogue with national experts on relevant issues.

The training will employ an interactive, participant-driven methodology and
active involvement in the course is expected of participants. The course will be
delivered predominantly in English and Myanmar language, with interpretation.

The morning sessions will be more focused on presentations of key concept as
well as group work. Afternoon sessions will emphasize group work and
application of the knowledge to the Myanmar context and constitution, as well


http://bit.ly/2SCLL5A
mailto:my.constitution@idea.int

as dialogue around case studies. On some evenings, optional activities such as
talks or films followed by discussion will also be organized.

A list of topics to be covered is provided below.

Democracy, Constitutionalism and Good Government
Separation of Power and Constitutional Checks and Balances
Federalism and Decentralization

Judiciary and Constitution

Bills of Rights

Gender and Constitutions

Constitution-building in Post-Conflict Settings

Constitutional History and Trajectory of Myanmar
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The Security Sector in Transitions to Democracy

About International IDEA

The International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) is a leading expert
organization in sustainable democratic transitions and in democratic constitution-building.

International IDEA is an intergovernmental organization established in 1995, with 30 Member States, which
aims to support sustainable democracy worldwide and assist in the development of institutions and the
culture of democracy. At the interface between research, fieldwork and the donor community, International
IDEA provides a forum for dialogue, builds networks of experts, develops training materials and provides
strategic advice at the international, regional and national level, cooperating with a range of organizations.

Since its establishment in 2005, the International IDEA Constitution-Building Programme has been a global
thought leader in providing comparative knowledge on constitution-building processes and constitutional
design, and International IDEA has provided direct assistance in several different country contexts including
Nepal, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Yemen, Tunisia, Libya, Ukraine, South Sudan, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Chile.

In Myanmar, International IDEA works with democratic stakeholders to consolidate the transition to
democracy, by contributing to electoral processes, democratic oversight of the parliament, and by
strengthening constitutional expertise in the country. International IDEA established its presence in Myanmar
in 2012 and has offices in Yangon and Naypyitaw.

The MyConstitution programme supports partners in Myanmar in strengthening their expertise on
constitution-building, with a focus on building a home-grown, well-informed, and inclusive constitutional
culture. The project is funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway, Finland, and Sweden, and the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.
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